Doug Buehl’s “Save the Last Word for Me”

 Teacher: Heather Lamers  








    School: CSUB

	Content Area Standard:


	Comprehension 



	Literacy Standard:


	Critical thinking / group discussion

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	How to conduct group activities/discussion

How to pull specific ideas from readings and generate discussion/ideas



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	See Buehl’s “Save the Last Word for Me”



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	See “Save the Last Word for Me” (below)

You will need index cards



	Evidence/Assessment


	A journal entry after this exercise is a good idea.

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	Level depends on reading selection—choose according to level.

	Text

Instructional Materials


	I use Swift’s A Modest Proposal



Doug Buehl’s “Save the Last Word for Me”

 “Save the Last Word for Me” (121-22)

1. Select a short story or essay  (example: Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”) for students to read during SSR.  They will locate five statements from the reading (any interesting quotes, confusing quotes, etc.).  

2. Distribute index cards to each student.  On one side, they write their chosen statements; on the other, they write comments and/or impressions about the statement.

3. Students break into small groups, and each student shares his or her card (one at a time) with each other.  The author of the card cannot interrupt as other students give their own impressions about the chosen quote(s).

4. Essentially, the author of the card gets the last word (i.e., he gets to comment last).
















