Literature Response Journals

 Teacher: Heather Lamers   








    School: CSUB

	Content Area Standard:


	 Literacy



	Literacy Standard:


	Comprehension, development, invention strategies

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Creativity, comprehension, visual arguments



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	See Strategy #3 below: “Literature Response Journals”

See also Strategy #2 below:  “Sustained Silent Reading”



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	See Strategy #3 below: “Literature Response Journals”

See also Strategy #2 below:  “Sustained Silent Reading”



	Evidence/Assessment


	Group work (Venn diagrams), journals, discussion, writing project springboard

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	Appropriate for all learners

	Text

Instructional Materials


	Probst handout

SSR texts


From Content Area Literacy: An Integrated Approach
Chapter Seven—Literature: Using Tradebooks

Summary:  The following strategies employ the use of nonfiction tradebooks as supplements to classroom curricula.  The editors emphasize the opportunities for synthesizing material from tradebooks into adopted textbooks and class lecture.  

Purpose:  Improved test scores and content comprehension are always goals in the reading/composition classroom, but Readence, Bean, and Baldwin cite the importance of instilling a joy of reading into students no matter the subject.

Strategy #3—Literature Response Journals (128-9)

Literature response journals are the next natural step after SSR or Reading Aloud.  Students respond to instructor-generated questions (some can be found, again, in the Probst handout).  Literature response journals can be springboards for debates, role-playing, art, music, and creative writing.

Assignment:  If students are studying a novel with two distinct cultures like those in Paton’s novel (mentioned earlier), then the editors suggest that constructing a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the White South African culture to the Native people’s culture can shed light on commonalities and contrasts.

Strategy #2—SSR Sustained Silent Reading (126-8)

Sustained Silent Reading or Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) establishes a pattern and habit of reading.  The editors advise that instructors set aside the same amount of time every class meeting or every other class meeting, just so long as it is a habit.  Readence et. al. list some problems teachers encounter in the SSR classroom along with some possible solutions to the problems.  Overall, the editors’ advice is for instructors to stick to SSR and to remain positive even when staring in the face of student ennui.

Assignment:  Students choose a book from the library, home, or bookstore and bring it to read during SSR times.  SSR times are SACRED, so no interruptions from students and outsiders are acceptable.  More assignments deriving from SSR can be found in Probst’s handouts and in later sections of Content Area Literacy.  

Source Suggestions:  Readence, Bean, and Baldwin, Content Area Literacy


         Bob Probst, “Encouraging Reflection, Talk, and Writing about Literature”
















