The Count of Monte Cristo and The Merchant of Venice

 Name: Lori Lalolonde


                                             School: North High School
	Content Area Standard
	LRA 3.5 Compare works that express a universal theme and provide evidence to support ideas expressed in each work. LRA 3.8 Interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, contradictions, ironies, and incongruities in a text.

	Instructional Objectives: •    Definition of what is to be taught and learned.
	Students will explore the universal theme of revenge in Count of Monte Cristo and The Merchant of Venice.

	
	They will identify how revenge plays a roll in identifying the characters of Shylock and Edmond Dantes. Also, they will define concepts of revenge, justice, and mercy. And they will apply these concepts to their own lives today.

	Curriculum •    Lesson Contents
	Students will have already studied The Merchant of Venice, and they will have read Monte Cristo with the help of a study guide. This lesson will be a cumulative project at the end of the quarter. 

Vocabulary study: revenge, justice, mercy

Character Analyses: Shylock, Edmond Dantes, Antonio, Portia, Villefort, Mocerf 

Plot: sequence of events which led to the acts of revenge Self Analysis: Where did they go wrong? What acts were justified.

	Instructional Delivery •    Procedures •    Strategies
	Day 1: 4 square vocabulary chart on revenge, justice, mercy. Day 2: Body biography (Content Area Literacy p. 133). Body biographies of Shylock, Antonio, Portia, Edmond, Villefort, and Mocerf. Day 3: Graphic organizer: Flow chart cause and effect from initiating event to act of revenge. Day 4: Create a dialogue booklet from Bob Probst's "Dialogue with a text." Use the following prompts: 

•    Begin by telling your group members one thing about yourself they may or may not know about you. Ask any questions you wish. 

•    Sherlock Holmes once said, "Revenge is a dish best served cold." Describe what this means to you. Give any examples you can think of. 

•    How does this concept relate to Shylock and Edmond Dantes? In your opinion, are either one or both of these characters justified in their desire for revenge? Explain your opinion. 

•    When you hear the words "justice" and "mercy," what images or memories do these bring to mind? What is the difference between the two? 

•    How are these concepts brought forth in both the novel and the play?


