EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING
U.S. History – Progressive Era – Pre WWI  

Kathryn Drewry (Social Studies)

Ridgeview High School

UNIT:  U.S. History – Progressive Era – Pre WWI

Materials:  Chapter 8 of the text American Odyssey, by Glencoe, and two selections from The Prose Reader, 7th Edition, by Kim and Michael Flachmann.  (Michael Scott’s article “America Must Take Stronger Measures to Halt Illegal Immigration” and Richard Raynor’s article “Illegal Immigration Does Not Threaten America”)

PREREADING:  


The background for this unit will be chapter eight of our text, which introduces the students to the flood of immigration to the United States in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  As we study this chapter, we will discuss the arguments purported in that time by people wanting to close the borders, fearing the immigrants were taking all of the jobs.

Prereading Activity:


This idea is taken from page 557, “Learning Online,” of The Prose Reader.

My students are in our Information Technology Academy, and all have a computer to work at every day.  So this pre-reading activity will be a perfect cross-curricular activity to be done in their technology class.


The students will go to the website of the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services: <www.immigration.gov>.


The students will look at the recently published statistics of the number of illegal immigrants, their regional location, and their average monthly wage.

READING:

Reading Activities:

1. I plan on assigning both articles to the students to read, starting in class and finishing as homework.  For this first read, I am going to give the students the copies of the articles, and ask them to read this with their “inner voice,” chunking the paragraphs and annotating them as Cris Tovani introduced in her book, I Read It, But I Don’t Get It.

2. After having an opportunity to read the articles, the students will have a chance to discuss their thoughts on the articles in small groups the next day.

Re-Reading Activity:

3. Next, the students will re-read the articles using Kelly Gallagher’s worksheet:  “What Does It Say and What Does It Not Say.”  This exercise will get the students deeper into the articles, analyzing the authors’ arguments and techniques.

Post-Reading Activity:

4. Next, the students will be assigned the following “thinking critically” questions to complete as homework:

a. Do you think the author has left something out on purpose?  Why?  (Questions about logic)

b. Does this author seem trustworthy?  Why or why not? (Questions about the writer – ethos)

c. Is the author trying to manipulate your emotions?  (Question about emotions – pathos)

WRITING:

Pre-writing Activities:

1. As a pre-writing activity, I am going to assign the students to “free write” about the two articles from The Prose Reader.  I want them to write about whatever comes to mind, venting the emotional response I expect from these articles.

2. Then the students will structure an outline of an essay in which the students take a position on whether we should pay for the education of illegal aliens and defend this position using facts and statistics from both articles.

Writing Activity:

1. Assign the essay:  Should we pay for the education of illegal aliens?  Why or why not?

Revising and Editing Activities:

1. Students will work in groups, reading each others’ drafts and making suggestions for revisions.

2. Students will then write their final versions of their essays as a homework assignment.  These essays will then be graded using our District Writing Rubric.

