World Theatrical History

 Teacher:  Cathy Henry          




                School: Ridgeview High School

	Content Area Standard:


	 3.3 
Identify key figures, works, and trends in world theatrical history from various cultures and time periods.



	Literacy Standard:


	Reading 1.1, 1.2, 2.3, 2.4

Writing 1.5,2.3c



	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	This is a part of a series of lectures and discussions on theatre history––or perhaps theatre and history.  This particular section covers the Italian Renaissance and the development of commedia dell’arte.  Students will get a general idea of the Renaissance, major ideas, differences between it and the medieval period preceding it.  They will have a chance to pursue areas of interest from their study as well.



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	Pages 305-309, The Stage and the School
One of four articles taken from Internet sources detailing information regarding the Italian Renaissance and the commedia dell’arte, particularly stock characters.



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	Students will read the short chapter section in The Stage and the School as an introduction.

Students will write down all unfamiliar words, as well as a list of any questions they might have about the period or the movement.

Students will discuss the events and ideas that precipitated the Renaissance, using their notes from the book as a springboard for discussion and learning.

Students will then read one of the four sets of articles on the Renaissance and commedia, taking notes on vocabulary, events, names, and commedia elements.  Students will get together in groups of four to present the articles they each read and discuss common elements and differences in the articles.  



	Evidence/Assessment


	Theatre History Information Sheet: This is a simple research assignment.  Students have a worksheet and must find additional events, people, and arts events from the time period being studied (in this case, the Renaissance).  They must use information other than that discussed in class.  They must also indicate things they would like to study further, based on their reading, lecture, and research.  Students will also have a timeline project for a final assessment of theatre history; they will be able to use notes for that assessment.



	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	The use of several different articles of differing reading levels allows for a variety of student abilities.  Using a jigsaw strategy also allows every student to make a contribution and get questions answered from the work of others.

	Text

Instructional Materials


	The Stage and the School, Ommaney and Shanker

Theatre – A Crash Course,
Exploring Theatre, Prince and Jackson

The Renaissance Theatre, http://storyjohn.freeserve.co.uk/renaissance.htm
“The Commedia Dell’Arte,” A Short History of the Drama, Bellinger

“Commedia Dell’Arte. Parts 1,2,3” http://italian.about.com/library/weekly/aa110800c.htm
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