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Overview:

Assessment Title: Odyssey Term Paper

Summary of the entire performance assessment:

Students will produce a researched essay on a theme, topic, or issue related to Homer’s Odyssey. 

Brief synopsis of each task:

Task 1  - Students will write research questions.

Task 2 – Students will identify key passages that are relevant to their research questions, documenting the sources of those passages.

Task 3 – Students will identify main ideas expressed in key passages.

Task 4 – Students will write original evaluations of information and arguments found in key passages.

Task 5 – Students will extend ideas found in key passages by relating those passages to episodes in the Odyssey.

Task 6 – Students will prepare outlines.

Task 7 -- Students will prepare a bibliography.

Task 8 – Students will integrate quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis into finished research papers.

Have students use Term Paper Note Form at the end of this assignment to complete tasks.
Targeted Standard(s) and Indicator(s):

Full Text of Standard(s) and Indicators(s) in Main Content Area:

Power Standards Addressed:

WA 2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.

b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.

c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

e. Anticipate and address readers' potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 

Other Standards Addressed:

WA 2.8 Evaluate the credibility of an author's argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author's intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material).

WA: 1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources.

WA: 1.4 Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence (e.g., scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses, definitions).

WA: 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium.

WA 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.

WA 1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals.

WA 1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

WA 2.2 Prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report.

WA 2.5 Extend ideas presented in primary and secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.

“Unwrapping” Standard(s) and Indicator(s):

Grade Level and Content Area: English 9

Standard and Indicator by Number and Name:

2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.

Concepts: Need to Know About (nouns from standard)

· Expository compositions

· Analytical essays

· Research reports

· Evidence

· Thesis

· Claims

· Perspectives

Skills: Students Will Be Able to (verbs from standard)

· Write
· Marshal (evidence)
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

Identifying Big Ideas from Unwrapped Standard and Indicators

· An essay should have a unifying idea
· The unifying idea should have support
· The support should be varied
Essential Questions from Big Ideas to Guide Instruction and Assessment

· What should be my main idea?
· How should I support the main idea?
· What supporting evidence is most appropriate?
Grade Level and Content Area: English 9

Standard and Indicator by Number and Name:

2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.

Concepts: Need to Know About (nouns from standard)

· Primary sources
· Secondary sources
Skills: Students Will Be Able to (verbs from standard)

· Convey (information and ideas)
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

Identifying Big Ideas from Unwrapped Standard and Indicators

· Primary and secondary sources are used to support ideas
· Primary and secondary sources provide variety
Essential Questions from Big Ideas to Guide Instruction and Assessment

· How should I use my primary source?
· How should I use my secondary source?
· How will I make these sources easy to understand?
· How will I use these sources to support my thesis?
Grade Level and Content Area: English 9

Standard and Indicator by Number and Name:

2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Concepts: Need to Know About (nouns from standard)

· Relative value
· Significance
· Specific data
· Facts
· Ideas
Skills: Students Will Be Able to (verbs from standard)

· Make (distinctions)
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

Identifying Big Ideas from Unwrapped Standard and Indicators

· Evidence has differing levels of importance
Essential Questions from Big Ideas to Guide Instruction and Assessment

· What evidence supports the main idea?
· How is the evidence used?
· How important is this evidence?
Grade Level and Content Area: English 9

Standard and Indicator by Number and Name:

2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

e. Anticipate and address readers' potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

Concepts: Need to Know About (nouns from standard)

· Misunderstandings
· Biases
· Expectations
Skills: Students Will Be Able to (verbs from standard)

· Anticipate
· Address
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

Identifying Big Ideas from Unwrapped Standard and Indicators

· Stories contain multiple meanings
· Readers can misinterpret stories’ meanings
· It is possible to anticipate these misinterpretations
Essential Questions from Big Ideas to Guide Instruction and Assessment

· What might the author mean?
· How might the reader interpret this?
· How can I show that this may be misinterpreted?
Grade Level and Content Area: English 9

Standard and Indicator by Number and Name:

2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 

Concepts: Need to Know About (nouns from standard)

· Technical terms
· Notations
Skills: Students Will Be Able to (verbs from standard)

· Use (terms and notations)
Topics or Context: (What you will use to teach concepts and skills—particular unit, lessons, activities)

Identifying Big Ideas from Unwrapped Standard and Indicators

· Writing has a specific format
· Writing has specific terminology
Essential Questions from Big Ideas to Guide Instruction and Assessment

· What does this paper need to include?
· How do I include this information correctly?
The Performance Assessment Tasks (Detailed) and Scoring Guides:

Task 1  (Complete Description) 

Students will write at least ten questions related to the Odyssey that can be researched using print or online sources. Questions may involve themes (alienation, family, homecoming, etc.), topics (ancient Greek civilization, oral and epic traditions in literature, etc.), or issues (war and peace, crime and punishment, etc.). 

WA: 1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources.

Task 1 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Research questions are clear, specific, and thoughtful. 

Research questions provide a clear basis for suitable research methods 

Research questions are clearly written to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources.
Proficient:

Research questions are clear.

Research questions provide some basis for suitable research methods. 

Research questions can be answered from primary and secondary sources.
Progressing:

Research questions may be unclear.

Research questions provide little basis for research methods 

Research questions may be difficult to answer from primary and secondary sources.
Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Research questions are unclear.

Research questions provide little or no basis for research methods 

Research questions cannot be answered from primary and secondary sources.
In inadequate number of research questions have been turned in.
Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:

Task 2  (Complete Description) 

Students will identify key passages that are relevant to their research questions, documenting the sources of those passages.

WA 2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all relevant perspectives.

f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 

WA 1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals.

Task 2 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Key passages clearly and specifically support the thesis. 

Key passages clearly and specifically support related claims.

Key passages include information on all relevant claims.

Technical terms and notations are used accurately. 

Key passages are clearly documented in adherence to applicable conventions within the style manual.

Proficient:

Key passages support the thesis.

Key passages support related claims.

Key passages include information on relevant claims.

Technical terms and notations are used correctly.

Key passages are documented in adherence to applicable conventions found within the style manual.

Progressing:

Key passages may partially support the thesis.

Key passages may partially support related claims.

Key passages may partially include information on relevant claims.

Technical terms and notations may be partially present and/or may be used incorrectly.

Key passages may not be documented in adherence to applicable conventions found within the style manual.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Key passages provide little or no basis for the thesis.

Key passages provide little or no support for related claims.

Key passages provide little or no information for relevant claims.

Technical terms and notations are either absent or used incorrectly.

Key passages provide little or no information on relevant claims.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:

Task 3  (Complete Description) 

Students will identify main ideas expressed in key passages.

WA: 1.4 Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence (e.g., scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses, definitions).

Task 3 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Identified main ideas within key passages are those that are implicit rather than explicit. 

Identified main ideas are thoughtfully developed via supporting evidence.

Proficient:

Identified main ideas are clearly present within the key passages.

Identified main ideas are developed via supporting evidence. 

Progressing:

Identified main ideas may not be the main ideas within the key passages.

Identified main ideas may lack development of supporting evidence. 

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Identified main ideas are only partially present or are not present within the key passages.

Identified main ideas lack development of supporting evidence from the key passage.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Task 4  (Complete Description) 

Students will write original evaluations of information and arguments found in key passages.

WA 2.8 Evaluate the credibility of an author's argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author's intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material).

Task 4 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Original evaluations include clear and unusually thoughtful critiques of the relationship between generalizations and evidence within key passages.

Original evaluations include clear and unusually thoughtful conclusions based upon the comprehensiveness of evidence found within key passages.

Original evaluations include clear and unusually thoughtful conclusions concerning the ways in which the author employs structure and tone so as to demonstrate intent.

Proficient:

Original evaluations include accurate critiques of the relationship between generalizations and evidence within the key passages.

Original evaluations include accurate conclusions based upon the comprehensiveness of evidence found within key passages.

Original evaluations include conclusions concerning the ways in which the author employs structure and tone so as to demonstrate intent within key passages.

Progressing:

Original evaluations may superficially or only partially include a critique of the relationship between generalizations and evidence within key passages.

Original evaluations may include only partially accurate or superficial conclusions concerning the comprehensiveness of evidence found within key passages.

Original evaluations may include partially correct conclusions concerning the ways in which the author employs structure and tone so as to demonstrate intent within key passages.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Original evaluations include little or no critique of the relationship between generalizations and evidence within key passages.

Original evaluations include either inaccurate conclusions or no conclusions concerning the comprehensiveness of evidence found within key passages.

Original evaluations include either inaccurate or no conclusions concerning the ways in which the author employs structure and tone so as to demonstrate intent within key passages.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:

Task 5  (Complete Description) 

Students will extend ideas found in key passages by relating those passages to episodes in the Odyssey.

WA 2.5 Extend ideas presented in primary and secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.

WA: 1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information and the different perspectives found in each medium.

Task 5– Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Extended ideas from key passages are numerous and are thoroughly applied to episodes in the Odyssey via analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.

Extended ideas from key passages evince thoroughly synthesized information from multiple sources.

Extended ideas from key passages identify subtle complexities and discrepancies in the information.

Extended ideas from key passages identify the subtleties of different perspectives found in each medium. 

Proficient:

Extended ideas from key passages are applied to episodes in the Odyssey via analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.

Extended ideas from key passages evince synthesized information from multiple sources.

Extended ideas from key passages identify complexities and discrepancies in the information.

Extended ideas from key passages identify different perspectives found in each medium.
Progressing:

Extended ideas from key passages may not be applied to episodes in the Odyssey via analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.

Extended ideas from key passages may lack synthesized information from multiple sources.

Extended ideas from key passages may not identify complexities and discrepancies in the information.

Extended ideas from key passages may not identify different perspectives found in each medium.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Extended ideas from key passages are either only partially applied to episodes in the Odyssey via analysis, evaluation, and elaboration or absent.

Extended ideas from key passages lack synthesized information from multiple sources.

Extended ideas from key passages only partially identify or do not identify complexities and discrepancies in the information.

Extended ideas from key passages only partially identify or do not identify different perspectives found in each medium.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Task 6 (Complete Description) 

Students will prepare outlines.

WA 2.2 Prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report.

WA 2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

WA 2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 

Task 6 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Outline materials include a bibliography of reference materials that is complete, accurate, and in the proper format.

Outline materials evince subtle distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Outline materials include correctly used technical terms, and notations are accurately used.

Proficient:

Outline materials include a bibliography of reference materials that is generally complete, accurate, and in proper format.

Outline materials evince distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Outline materials include correctly used technical terms, and notations are accurately used.

Progressing:

Outline materials include a bibliography of reference materials that may lack completeness, that may lack accuracy, or that may lack adherence to the proper format.

Outline materials may not evince distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Outline materials may not include correctly used technical terms, and/or notations may be inaccurately used.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Outline materials may include a bibliography of reference materials that lacks completeness, that lacks accuracy, or that lacks adherence to the proper format.

Outline materials do not evince distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Outline materials do not include correctly used technical terms, and/or notations are inaccurately used.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Task 7 (Complete Description) 

 Students will prepare a bibliography.

WA 1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals.

Task 7 – Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Bibliography flawlessly adheres to conventions described in style manual.

Proficient:

Bibliography adheres to conventions described in style manual.

Progressing:

Bibliography may not adhere to conventions described in style manual.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Bibliography does not adhere to conventions described in style manual.
Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Task 8 (Complete Description) 

Students will integrate quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis into finished research papers.

WA 2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 

b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently.

c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

e. Anticipate and address readers' potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 

WA 1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas.
WA 1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals.

Task 8– Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis from primary and secondary sources are integrated with eloquence.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are integrated to reveal subtle distinctions, as well as obvious distinctions, between the relative value and significance, specific data, facts, and ideas.  

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are integrated so as to clarify the primary text:  they are integrated so as to uniquely anticipate and address readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis include technical terms and notations as needed and are flawlessly employed.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are smoothly integrated into written text so as to maintain the flow of ideas.

Proficient:

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis from primary and secondary sources are integrated.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are integrated to reveal obvious distinctions between the relative value and significance, specific data, facts, and ideas.  

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are integrated so as to clarify the primary text:  they are integrated so as to anticipate and address readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis include technical terms and notations as needed.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are integrated into written text so as to maintain the flow of ideas.

Progressing:

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis from primary and secondary sources may not be integrated into the text.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis may not be integrated and, therefore, may not reveal obvious distinctions between the relative value and significance, specific data, facts, and ideas.  

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis may not be integrated and, therefore, may not clarify the primary text in the following ways:  anticipate and address readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis may not include technical terms and notations as needed.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis may not be integrated into written text in a way that maintains the flow of ideas.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis from primary and secondary sources are only partially integrated or are not integrated into the text.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are only partially integrated or are not integrated and, therefore, obvious distinctions between the relative value and significance, specific data, facts, and ideas are not revealed.  

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis are only partially integrated or are not integrated and, therefore, clarification of the primary text in the following ways is lacking:  anticipate and address readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis do not include technical terms and notations as needed.

Quotations, citations, main ideas, extension and analysis is not integrated into written text in a way that maintains the flow of ideas.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Task 9 (Complete Description)

Students will revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

WA 1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Task 9– Scoring Guide 

Exemplary:

Revised writing demonstrates improvement in the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective—especially in the treatment of subtleties.

Revised writing demonstrates improvement in the precision of word choice—especially in the connotative import of the word choice.

Revised writing demonstrates improvements in tonal subtleties by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context. 

Proficient:

Revised writing demonstrates improvement in the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective.

Revised writing demonstrates improvement in the precision of word choice.

Revised writing demonstrates improvements in tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Progressing:

Revised writing may not demonstrate improvement in the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective.

Revised writing may not demonstrate improvement in the precision of word choice.

Revised writing may not demonstrate improvements in tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Not Yet Meeting Standard(s):

Revised writing does not demonstrate improvement in the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective.

Revised writing does not demonstrate improvement in the precision of word choice.

Revised writing does not demonstrate improvements in tone, lacking consideration of the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.

Peer Evaluation (Optional) ___________

Self Evaluation ____________________

Teacher Evaluation _________________

Comments:
Teacher Reflections at Conclusion of Performance Assessment:

1.
What worked? What didn’t?

2.
What will I do differently next time?

3.
What student work samples do I have for each task? What examples of proficiency (and exemplary) do I have for each task?

4.
What field notes can I provide for other teachers who may use this performance assessment in the future?

Term Paper Notes

Name__________

    Period__________

                                                                                                               Date__________

Term Paper Question: _______________________________________________   _____  

Author: ________________ Title: ____________________ Pages: __ to __

Publisher:_______________City:_____________________Date:_______ _

Key Passage: ________________________________________________________   ___  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Main Idea(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evaluation of Author’s Argument: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension and Analysis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  _
23
1
Copyright 2003 Center for Performance Assessment

Permission Granted to Duplicate for Instructional Purposes Only

