Similes

 Teacher: Jane Gibbel   





          School: Golden Valley High School

	Content Area Standard:


	ELD 3 Standards

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development

1.6 Begin to use contextual clues to interpret the meaning of unknown expressions (idioms, analogies, and metaphors) in text.

2.0 Reading Comprehension

2.3 Read and orally identify the main ideas and make predictions about informational materials, literary text, and text in content areas using detailed sentences

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis

3.1 Orally identify at least two ways in which poets use personification, figures of speech, and sounds using more detailed sentences.

3.6 Read and orally describe what a character is like by what he/she does in a familiar narration, dialogue, or drama using detailed sentences.

3.8 Apply knowledge of language to analyze and derive meaning/comprehension from literary texts.

2.0 Writing Applications

2.2 Write responses to literature that identify significant and/or key ideas using detailed sentences.

	Literacy Standard:


	Same as above

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Students will learn how to find and explain similes, write similes, describe characters, analyze literature, and recognize main ideas.

Students will learn the value of reading something more than once and will understand how and why this is necessary to gain deeper understanding of the text.



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	“Ellis Island,” by Joseph Bruchac.  

Figures of speech (simile)

Multiple readings of the text



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	Focusing the Reader – 

Tell students to think about a time when they were torn between two forces.  The forces could be two parents, two friends, two choices, or right and wrong.   The teacher should give a personal example.  Students write down an experience of their own and explain how having to make the choice made them feel.

Teacher shows students a map of the United States and a world map.  Teacher shows students where they are and where the Statue of Liberty is.  Teacher shows picture of the Statue of Liberty.  Teacher gives short history of immigration (use world map to show European countries from where immigrants came) and reads author’s history on page 207 in the section titled “Reading the Author in a Cultural Context.”

1st Draft Reading 

Read the whole poem with the students.  Ask students to share with the class what they understand about the poem.  

2nd Draft Reading

Ask students to read the poem again, this time on their own.  Tell them to highlight in one color, all of the parts that they feel comfortable explaining to someone else.  Tell them to highlight in another color, all of the parts that they don’t understand.  Ask them, when they have finished, what fix-up strategies they might use to help them gain an understanding of the poem.  

3rd Draft Reading

Read poem with students again, stopping to do a line by line discussion.  Allow students to discuss their interpretations.
Metaphorical Response

Provide students with simile starters, and ask them to finish the similes.  For example, in one column list tangible items and in another list intangible items.  Ask the students to make a comparison between one of the tangibles and one of the intangibles.

Tangible                                                          Intangible

Driver’s license                                                Friendship

Cell phone                                                        Love

A driver’s license is like love because if you don’t renew it; it will expire.

Students share the similes that they have created.

Then, ask students to identify at least one simile in the poem and explain what comparison Bruchac is making.



	Evidence/Assessment


	Students may be assessed by the similes they extract from the reading, their explanations of those similes, and evidence of their understanding of the poem based on oral responses.

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	This lesson is geared toward ELD 3 students, but may also be used with general level and college-prep students.

	Text

Instructional Materials


	Joseph Bruchac’s “Ellis Island”

From Tapestry – A Multicultural Anthology, Globe Book Company, 1993

Beyond the red brick of Ellis Island

where the two Slovak children 

who became my grandparents

waited the long days of quarantine,1

after leaving the sickness,

the old empires of Europe,

a Circle Line ship2 slips easily

on its way to the island

of the tall woman, green

as dreams of forests and meadows

waiting for those who’d worked

a thousand years

yet never owned their own.

Like millions of others,

I too come to this island,

nine decades3 the answerer

of dreams.

Yet only one part of my blood loves that memory.

Another voice speaks

of native lands

within this nation.

Lands invaded

when the earth became owned.

Lands of those who followed 

the changing Moon,

knowledge of the season

in their veins.

1. quarantine (KWAHR-uhn-teen) n.  separation and isolation, a waiting period imposed on travelers to keep disease from spreading

2. Circle Line ship  ferry that takes people to Liberty Island to visit the Statue of Liberty

3. decades (DEK-aydz) n. periods of ten years
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