Vietnam War

 Teacher:  Kathryn Drewry



  


School:  Ridgeview High School

	Content Area Standard:


	 U.S. History-11.9.3

	Literacy Standard:


	Grades 11 and 12 – 2.4, 2.5, 3.8, 3.9



	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Students should be able to read the text critically, specifically considering the source of information presented.

	Curriculum

· Lesson Content
	U.S. History Book – American Odyssey, Chapters 19 and 20

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	After introducing the Vietnam War and beginning the study, introduce this lesson.

Explain to the students that our participation in the Vietnam War was controversial, and many people had strong views and opinions.

Pass out two articles written during the Vietnam Era, of different points of view.

Students will then read the articles and write a short summary, including the author’s opinion.

Students will then research the author, answering as many of the following questions they can:  

1) Who is the author?  

2) Who/what does the author work for?  

3) Is he/she affiliated with any political group?  

4) How much distance/perspective does this author have from the topic?

Students will then add to their summary their opinion as to whether the article is objective in light of what they know about the author.

Teacher will display and discuss the propaganda techniques, which are used (p. 156 in Lenski).

Students will then be asked to gather in groups to share their articles, the information they have learned about the authors, and the propaganda technique(s) that they think is being used.

The teacher then leads the class in a discussion about what they found out about the varying opinions of our involvement in the Vietnam War.  You may even want to tie this discussion into the present situation in Iraq – through discussion and/or asking students to find an article in a current newspaper or magazine: have them read it and “consider the source”.

Lenski’s “Consider the Source,” 6.1.



	Evidence/Assessment


	An informal assessment could be made while the students are discussing their findings, or a written report of their findings could be turned in for a formal assessment.

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	For the upper0level students, the assignment could involve the research of the articles to be used, instead of giving the articles to the students.

This is a multiple-day assignment.

	Text

Instructional Materials
	U.S. History text

Articles discussing/reviewing the Vietnam War and America’s involvement in it.


