Rhetorical Modes

 Teacher: Detloff  





  

   School: Ridgeview High School

	Content Area Standard:


	11/12 Language Arts Standards:

Writing strategies 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.9

Writing Applications: 2.1c, e, 2.3a

Written and Oral English Language Conventions: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3



	Literacy Standard:


	Same as above.

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	· Students should gain a better understanding of the nine different rhetorical strategies.  Students should apply their knowledge of the strategies and the writing process while creating their one-page analysis of the subject presented.

· Students will gain a better understanding of the writing process and work on creating a dominant impression while writing.

· Students will gain a better understanding of their own critical thinking skills. 



	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	· The nine rhetorical strategies will have already been taught, and the students will be familiar with them.

· This assignment is designed to help the students make a transition from writing single paragraphs to working with a sustained writing assignment.



	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	Front-load lesson:  Students will have read an essay from each rhetorical mode section of The Prose Reader before this assignment is given.

Day before the assignment:

Bellwork: What is your favorite cookie from your childhood?  Explain why.

KWL the nine rhetorical strategies as review and reteaching.

Day of the assignment:

Bell work:  From your point of view, what are the two easiest rhetorical strategies to work with? 

Introduction of the lesson: It works well if the instructor holds the bags of cookies while explaining the day’s lesson because it engages the students’ interest.

Directions:  The students will create a one-page analysis, using at least five of the rhetorical strategies, of an Oreo cookie (or the cookie of choice).  Each student gets one cookie on his or her desk, but outside of putting the cookie down, they may not yet touch the cookie.  Have the students examine the cookie, smell the cookie, and then finally make the students close their eyes and take a bite of the cookie focusing only on the cookie.  After the first bite, have the students write down their first impressions of the cookie.  Then give them the rest of the period to create their rough draft.  Have them take the analysis home to create a final typed draft.  Have them bring two typed copies for class tomorrow.

Follow-up day: Have the students divide into peer groups to perform a rhetorical analysis on each other’s papers.  Students should use either colored pencils or highlighters. 



	Evidence/Assessment


	Grade one-page analyses with district rubric.  

Allow students to provide a “grade” for each other’s analysis of their assignment.

Use the exit card strategy to follow-up on the students’ understanding of the assignment and the process of completing the assignment.

	Universal Access

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	Advanced learners:  have them use more strategies (6-8)

English learners: use fewer strategies (2-3)

	Text

Instructional Materials


	White board, Oreo cookies (at least one package per class depending on class size) or some other fun type of foodstuff the students are familiar with and may have childhood memories of.

Colored pencils or highlighters for peer group analysis.

The Prose Reader by Kim Flachmann/Michael Flachmann (Prentice Hall)




