The Cay: Characterization 

 Teacher:  Lori Christian 







School: DiGiorgio School

	Content Area Standard:


	 Writing 1.2b  Develop a topic with supporting details and precise nouns, verbs, and adjectives to paint a visual image in the mind of the reader.



	Literacy Standard:


	Reading 3.2  Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character (e.g. courage or cowardice, ambition or laziness) on the plot and resolution of the conflict.

	Instructional Objectives

· Definition of what is to be taught and learned
	Students will analyze the main character and write a character profile before reading the book.

	Curriculum

· Lesson Content

	Character Quotes from The Cay

	Instructional Delivery

· Procedures

· Strategies

	1. Teacher selects several quotes from the story that may reveal something about Phillip.

2. Students are organized into groups and are given one quote per group and a thesaurus.

3. Students work together to generate as many words or phrases as they can that describe Phillip as revealed by the quote.  Students use the thesaurus as a tool.

4. One person from each group shares the quote and the list of qualities or traits.  Teacher records each group’s list.

5. Class as a whole makes generalizations about Phillip.

6. Students return to groups to write a character profile integrating 4 to 5 traits from the class list.

7. After reading the book, students will return to their profiles to discuss new qualities or traits to add.

Quotes From “The Cay”

“I realized then why we had used our rope sparingly; why he had made my guideline down to the east beach from vines instead of rope.  Everyday I learned something new that Timothy had done so we could survive.”

“Yet I could not help worrying.  The thought of losing either of them was unbearable.  If something bad happened on the cay, I wanted it to happen to all of us.”

“At sunset, with the air heavy and hot, Timothy described the sky to me.  He said it was flaming red and that there were thin veils of high clouds.  I was so still over our cay that we could hear nothing but the rustling of lizards.”

“I must have worked for half an hour before I had him free from the trunk.  He fell backwards into the wet sand and lay there moaning.  I knew there was very little I could do for him except sit by him in the light rain, holding his hand.  In my world of darkness, I had learned that holding a hand could be like medicine.”



	Evidence/Assessment


	Students will show understanding of Phillip’s character in writing the profile.  Students will self assess after reading the book to see if the profile was accurate.

	Accommodations

· Reading difficulties

· Advanced learners

· English learners
	No accommodations will be necessary, as students will guide each other in groups. 

	Text

Instructional Materials


	Quotes from “The Cay” typed on separate pieces of paper.  

One Thesaurus for each group.

















