Part One 
Have the students read “Part One” of 1984 (pp. 1-104).  For each chapter within part one, administer a brief (5 question) reading quiz to determine if the students have read the chapter.

As students read “Part One,” have them keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, have the students write down though-provoking quotations or phrases as they read.  The students should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for “Part One.”  

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation the student picks, have him or her 

a. explain what he or she thinks the quote means

b. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

c. create a possible essay question about the quotation

As you assign chapters within “Part One,” have the students complete a few of the quotations per assignment.  Inform the students that they will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations they came up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  Randomly choose which students will share their quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of “Part One,” Have the students complete the following short entry in their double-entry journal:

Discuss how language is important to freedom.  Provide examples from today’s society where language has been used either to oppress or to enhance freedom.

Part Two

Have the students read “Part Two” of 1984 (pp. 105-224).  For each chapter within part two, administer a brief (5 question) reading quiz to determine if the students have read the chapter.

As students read “Part Two,” have them keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, have the students write down though-provoking quotations or phrases as they read.  The students should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for “Part Two.”  

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation the student picks, have him or her 

d. explain what he or she thinks the quote means

e. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

f. create a possible essay question about the quotation

As you assign chapters within “Part Two,” have the students complete a few of the quotations per assignment.  Inform the students that they will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations they came up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  Randomly choose which students will share their quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of “Part Two,” Have the students complete the following short entry in their double-entry journal:


Provide at least five claims and warrants to support the following statement:



Laws protect freedom.

Provide at least five claims and warrants to support the following statement:



Laws destroy freedom.
Be prepared to have a debate in class about these statements.

Part Three
Have the students read “Part Three” of 1984 (pp. 1-104).  For each chapter within part one, administer a brief (5 question) reading quiz to determine if the students have read the chapter.

As students read “Part Three,” have them keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, have the students write down though-provoking quotations or phrases as they read.  The students should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for “Part Three.”  

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation the student picks, have him or her 

g. explain what he or she thinks the quote means

h. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

i. create a possible essay question about the quotation

As you assign chapters within “Part Three,” have the students complete a few of the quotations per assignment.  Inform the students that they will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations they came up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  Randomly choose which students will share their quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of “Part Three,” Have the students complete the following short entry in their double-entry journal:

Review pages 203-204 regarding the concept of memory and existence and complete the following activity (pick one of the two paragraphs):

Option 1: Oceania’s government is extending one chance to the Brotherhood to present its beliefs at an open conference of the Inner Party.  You have been asked to present a brief speech (no more than 5 minutes) that presents the Brotherhood’s point of view on the following question:


Does the past exist if no one remembers it? How can it be proven? 

Option 2: Emmanuel Goldstein’s Brotherhood has been invited to an open forum by your government to present their beliefs regarding memory and existence.  You have been asked to present a brief speech (no more than 5 minutes) that presents the Inner Party’s point of view on the following question:


Does the past exist of no one remembers it? How can it be proven?
The students will then present their short speeches to the class—each class member will 

take notes on each presentation, summarizing the main points on a separate piece of paper.

Teaching Strategy #1: Many students may choose Option 1 because they do not feel they can successfully support Oceania’s belief system.  You may choose to assign half of the class Option 1 and half of the class Option 2 in order to have a good mix of responses.

Teaching Strategy #2: Have each student choose which side of the debate they want to discuss and present in class.  Once every student has presented, the students will then be required to write a brief but well-developed rebuttal to the side they chose, referencing specific claims of their original choice and explaining why those claims are incorrect or invalid.

