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ACTIVITY 1: Pass out lyrics and listen to the following songs.  During the playing of each song, have the students write down their thoughts on the song lyrics themselves.

· System of a Down, “Toxicity” (2001)

· Rage Against the Machine, “Testify” (1999)

· Johnny Cash, “Man In Black” (1971)

· Bob Dylan, “Masters of War” (1963)

· Pink Floyd, “Another Brick in the Wall” Parts I-III (1979)

· David Bowie, “Big Brother” (1974)

Quickwrite (5 minutes) Review the song lyrics and the notes you took and answer the following question in a 5 minute quickwrite:

What concepts, ideas, or messages do each of the songs share and promote?  What lyrics are particularly interesting to you and why?  Overall, what do you think each of the artists are trying to impel their listeners to do after they have listened to the song?
ACTIVITY 2: Complete the 1984 Anticipation guide, parts I and II.  Then, have students discuss each statement on the anticipation guide as a class. Answers will vary; use this as a starting point for entering into the novel.
ACTIVITY 3: Answer the following questions before reading 1984:
· What do you think is the significance of the title,1984? 

· Into how many parts is the novel divided? 

· Scan the Appendix entitled “The Principles of Newspeak” on pages 299-312.  What do you think this appendix’s purpose is?  How might this appendix be important to the title of the novel? 

· Find the bibliographic information about the author, George Orwell.  Write down 3-5 interesting facts about the author and the writing of this work, and explain why these facts are interesting to you. 

ACTIVITY 4: Read the first four paragraphs of the novel and answer the following questions.

· What do you think it means when the narrator says, “It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen”? 

· Describe what you think the Victory Mansions look like. 

· Our main character, Winston Smith, is about ready to experience “Hate Week.”  What do you think Hate Week is?  What might people do during Hate Week? 

· Where have you heard the term “Big Brother” before?  How do you think that connects to the story? 

· In the first four paragraphs, the poster that says, “BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU” seems to make many appearances in the initial description of the setting.  What might this foreshadow about the way in which the place Winston lives is run?  What other clues tell you this?

· What do you think “INGSOC” means?  What clues tell you this? 

What might the difference be between the Police Patrol and the Thought Police?  Why might the narrator say that the Thought Patrol is the only group that “mattered”?

ACTIVITY 5: Keep a 1984 dictionary of terms with which you are unfamiliar.  

ACTIVITY 7: Reading Guide for part “One” (pp. 1-104)

Chapters I-III (pp. 1-37)

1. On page 6, Winston begins writing in his diary.  The narrator says, “The thing that he was about to do was to open a diary.  This was not illegal (nothing was illegal, since there were no longer any laws), but if detected it was reasonably certain that it would be punished by death, or at least twenty-five years in a forced-labor camp.” How can Oceania punish someone for committing an act that doesn’t violate any laws?  What does this tell you about this society?

2. Explain the irony in the following statement on page 10:
“A narrow scarlet sash, emblem of the Junior Anti-Sex League, was wound several times around the waist of her overalls, just tightly enough to bring out the shapeliness of her hips.”

3. On pages 11-17, Winston is involved in the “Two-Minutes Hate.” What is the Two-Minutes Hate, and why do you think this is important to Ingsoc?  Do you think the reactions to Emmanuel Goldstein are coincidental or does the government orchestrate them?  Why do you believe this?
4. Define thoughtcrime as discussed on page 19.

5. What does Winston mean when he says he is “already dead” on page 28?

6. On page 31, Winston has a dream about the girl with the dark hair.  Why is this dream significant?  Why does he say that it represents the “[annihilation] of a whole culture?”
7. Look at the anaphora on page 35.  What is the rhetorical value of the anaphora in expressing the purpose of this section?
Chapters IV-V (pp. 37-63)

1. What is Winston’s job for the Party?
2. The job of the Records Department in the Ministry of Truth is to “supply the citizens of Oceania with newspapers, films, textbooks, telescreen programs, plays, novels—with every conceivable kind of information […]” (43).  What is the irony inherent in the purpose of the Ministry of Truth?
3. Compare and contrast Oceania’s forms of multimedia to our forms of multimedia (see page 43).

4. Summarize Syme’s position on language (pp. 51-55)

Chapters VI-VIII (pp. 63-104)

1. What is the role of marriage, children, and family in Oceania?  How does this society view the role of sexual relationships?  What clues from the story tell you this? (see pp. 65-69)

2. Look at the chiasmus on page 70.  What does this statement mean in the context of Oceania?  What does it reveal about the Party and the people who are governed by it?
“Until they become conscious they will never rebel, and until after they have rebelled they cannot become conscious.”

3. The narrator recounts the time Winston was in possession of evidence that proved falsification being committed by the Party (pp. 75-78). Why is it important for the reader to know the details of the falsification?  What knowledge does it provide about Winston and the Party?

4. At the end of chapter VII, Winston writes a key phrase in his diary.  What is this phrase, and what does it reveal about Winston’s knowledge of the Party?  What does it reveal about how Winston feels about existence?
5. On page 84, Winston witnesses a bombing in the proletariat neighborhood through which he walks. What piece of human anatomy does he find in the rubble of the bomb?  Symbolically, what does that item represent?
6. Explain the significance of the paperweight he buys from Mr. Charrington’s shop.
7. Discuss the importance of the party’s three mantras that are referenced at the end of Part One.
ACTIVITY 8: Reading Guide for Part “Two” (pp. 105-224)

Chapters I-III (pp. 105-136)

1. Why is it significant that Julia slips a piece of paper into his hand?  
2. When Julia and Winston first meet after the note exchange, they are outside witnessing a convoy of Mongolian prisoners.  As the convoy passes, they grab each others’ hands and Winston begins to “learn every detail” of her hand (116). What theme might this uncover about the nature of humanity?  How does that contrast with the “eyes of the aged prisoner” (117) that ends the chapter?
3. Explain the difference in vocabulary between the passage below and the entirety of part “One.”
Winston picked his way up the lane through dappled light and shade, stepping out into pools of gold wherever the boughs parted.  Under the trees to the left of them the ground was misty with bluebells.  The air seemed to kiss one’s skin.  It was the second of May.  From somewhere deeper in the heart of the wood came the droning of ring doves. (117)

4. Page 125 describes Julia’s act of removing clothes as an act of “annihilation.” Where has this been referenced before?  How does this action annihilate an entire civilization?
5. How does the narrator describe Winston and Julia’s sexual encounter?

6. On page 133, the narrator says, “There was a direct, intimate connection between chastity and political orthodoxy.” What does this mean?  How does this relate to the way in which families are developed in this society?
Chapters IV-VII, pp. 136-167

1. What is the effect of the absence of the telescreen on Winston’s psyche?  Why is this important to the story?

2. Read the two lyrics on pages 138 and 141. Why does Winston despise these lyrics so much?
3. What emotion does Winston have each time he has the dream of the dark wall and the thing unendurable on the other side?
4. Explain the foreshadowing of the church lyric Julia remembers on page 146.

“Here comes a candle to light you to bed, here comes a chopper to chop off your head!”

5. What is the purpose of the poster described on p. 149?

6. Read the last paragraph on p. 156. How is our society today similar to that which is described in this paragraph?  How are we different?
7. What does the narrator mean when he says, “The proles had stayed human” (165)?
Chapters VIII-X (pp. 167-224)

1. The narrator references O’Brien’s questions of Julia and Winston as a “sort of catechism” (172).  What is rhetorical effect of using this term in connection with Winston’s entry into the Brotherhood?
2. Read the actions O’Brien references on page 172.  Would you be willing to commit all of these actions for a cause you believed in?  Why or why not?
3. Read O’Brien’s quote about the Brotherhood beginning on page 175 with, “You will have heard rumors…” and ending on page 176 with, “In the face of the Thought Police, there is no other way.”  Explain how this passage represents an act of faith rather than an act of belief.
4. During Hate Week, the narrator says that “the most savage yells of all came from the schoolchildren” (181).  What does this statement reveal about Oceania and its citizens?
5. Complete a TOPSTARS (see page 19 of the teacher guide for a brief description of the TOPSTARS) and write a rhetorical précis on “Chapter 3: WAR IS PEACE,” pp. 185-199.
6. Why does the invention of print media and other forms of media make control of a population easier by a government?  What ways can a government use the media to enact such control?  Use examples from the book (pp. 203-4) and the status quo.
7. Read the full paragraph that begins with, “All the beliefs, habits, tastes…” on p. 210.  What does this passage imply about the state of education and the citizens who live in Oceania?  How can this be applied to our current system today?
8. Explain the concepts of doublethink and crimestop (pp. 211-14).
9. On page 217, Winston trails off his reading of the book right before he discovers the “central secret” of the Party.  How might this be an example of crimestop?
10. On pages 221-222, look at the repetition of statements by Julia, Winston, and “the iron voice.”  What rhetorical effect does this have on the reader?  Why would the narrator choose to repeat these statements?
ACTIVITY 9: Reading guide for part “Three” (pp. 225-298)

Chapters I-II (pp. 225-260)

1. Why do you think the party inmates are “always silent and terrified” (226) while the regular prisoners behave loudly?
2. When Winston contemplates suicide on page 229, he says,“It was more natural to exist from moment to moment, accepting another ten minutes’ life even with the certainty that there was torture at the end of it.” What do you think this means, and do you think his viewpoint will change by the end of the story?  Why or why not?
3. What is the irony in Parsons’s statement of guilt on page 233?
4. How is Room 101 foreshadowed in the first two chapters of the third part?  What clues from the novel indicate the tone and mood that would describe Room 101?
5. As Winston thinks of Julia in the Ministry of Love, he says that the thought of “doubling his own pain” in order to save Julia was merely an “intellectual decision” (238). What do you think this means?  What does this say about what may happen later in the novel?
6. Explain how the method of torture changes over the course of Winston’s stay in the Ministry of Love.
7. What does it mean to be “perfect” (244) when Winston hears the voice tell him he is safe?
8. The narrator compares O’Brien to that of a doctor, a teacher, and a priest on page 245.  Explain how O’Brien is similar to these professions and why you think the narrator would have used these professions through which to compare O’Brien’s behavior.
9. Read the exchange between O’Brien and Winston on page 248. What does O’Brien believe is “existence”?  What does Winston believe?
10. Summarize O’Brien’s argument that begins on page 248 with, “You are here because…” and ends with, “…before you can become sane.”
11. After O’Brien asks Winston the number of fingers being held up, Winston begins to feel certain emotions toward O’Brien.  What are those feelings, and why are those feelings significant to the way in which Winston is changing?
12. Read O’Brien’s statement on page 255. Would you give in to the love of Big Brother, or would you remain a heretic? Why?
13. At the end of chapter II, O’Brien comments that “everyone knows what is in Room 101” (260).  What does O’Brien mean?  What is in Room 101?
Chapters III-VI (260-298)

1. Tell the rhetorical strategy being used in this statement and discuss the importance of this statement to the understanding of the Party:
Power is not a means; it is an end. One does not establish a dictatorship in order to safeguard a revolution; one makes the revolution in order to establish the dictatorship. (263)

2. Why might Winston be happy to be reduced to the basic necessities of eating, being clean, and not being beaten?

3. “Whatever happens in all minds truly happens” (278).  Is this an understandable life philosophy to which one should ascribe?  Why or why not?
4. Winston realizes that “if you want to keep a secret you must also hide it from yourself” (281).  Do you think this is possible to do?  What are the implications of doing this?
5. How much time do you think has passed between the end of chapter III and the beginning of chapter VI?  What clues tell you this?
6. Review page 77 before you begin chapter VI. What do you notice about the two settings?  Why might this be significant?
7. The narrator invokes a traditional literary archetype on page 289 when he discusses black/white and good/evil. What is the irony that is embedded in this traditional archetype, however?
8. On page 292, when Winston and Julia meet after their torture, they repeat each other in two instances. To what scene is this similar?  What might the similarities between this scene and the previous scene reveal about the theme of the novel?
9. What is the “long-hoped-for bullet” that “enters his brain” in the Chestnut Tree Café (297)?
10. What do you think is the overall lesson we learn from Winston’s story?
ACTIVITY 10: Bookmarks

As you read, write down any questions, comments, or concerns you have about the plot, the language, or the themes of the text.  Make sure you include page numbers for class discussion!

ACTIVITY 11: Double-Entry Reading Journals
Part One 
Read part “One” of 1984 (pp. 1-104).  

As you read part “One,” keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, write down thought-provoking quotations or phrases as you read.  You should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for part “One.”  Use your bookmarks and the Reading Guides to help you.

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation, 

a. explain what you think the quote means

b. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

c. create a possible essay question about the quotation

Complete a few of the quotations per reading assignment.  You will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations you come up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  You will be randomly chosen to share your quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of part “One,” complete the following short entry in your double-entry journal (copy down the question on the left side of your journal):

Discuss how language is important to freedom.  Provide examples from today’s society where language has been used either to oppress or to enhance freedom.

Part Two

Read part “Two” of 1984 (pp. 105-224).  

As you read part “Two,” keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, write down thought-provoking quotations or phrases as you read.  You should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for part “Two.”  Use your bookmarks and the Reading Guides to help you.

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation, 

d. explain what you think the quote means

e. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

f. create a possible essay question about the quotation

Complete a few of the quotations per reading assignment.  You will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations you come up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  You will be randomly chosen to share your quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of part “Two,” Complete the following short entry in your double-entry journal (copy down the question on the left side of your journal):


Provide at least five claims and warrants to support the following statement:



Laws protect freedom.

Provide at least five claims and warrants to support the following statement:



Laws destroy freedom.
Be prepared to have a debate in class about these statements.

Part Three
Read part “Three” of 1984 (pp. 1-104).  

As you read part “Three,” keep a double-entry journal.  On the left side of the double-entry journal, write down thought-provoking quotations or phrases as you read.  You should copy down at least ten thought provoking quotations for part “Three.”  Use your bookmarks and the Reading Guides to help you.

On the right side of the journal next to each quotation, 

g. explain what you think the quote means

h. describe the quote’s relevance to the lessons (theme) being taught in the story

i. create a possible essay question about the quotation

Complete a few of the quotations per reading assignment.  You will have to bring the double -entry journal to class, share the quotations you come up with, and use those quotations as “jumping off points” for class discussion.  You will be randomly chosen to share your quotations for the day, using those quotations and sections from the chapters for analysis and rhetorical discussion. 

At the end of part “Three,” Complete the following short entry on a separate piece of paper:

Review pages 203-204 regarding the concept of memory and existence and complete the following activity (pick one of the two paragraphs):

Option 1: Oceania’s government is extending one chance to the Brotherhood to present its beliefs at an open conference of the Inner Party.  You have been asked to present a brief speech (no more than 5 minutes) that presents the Brotherhood’s point of view on the following question:


Does the past exist if no one remembers it? How can it be proven? 

Option 2: Emmanuel Goldstein’s Brotherhood has been invited to an open forum by your government to present their beliefs regarding memory and existence.  You have been asked to present a brief speech (no more than 5 minutes) that presents the Inner Party’s point of view on the following question:


Does the past exist of no one remembers it? How can it be proven?
You will then present your short speech to the class—each class member will 

take notes on each presentation, summarizing the main points on a separate piece of paper.

ACTIVITY 12: Writing Effective Speeches
Take the speech you created for ACTIVITY 11: Part Three and swap with another person in class.  Based on what your teacher assigns, you may swap with someone you know or you may swap randomly. (Teaching tip: you can also assign numbers to each person and swap randomly and anonymously in order to allow for a completely candid response by all students).

Read over your partner’s speech.  On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions about the speech you are evaluating

1. Provide one example of ethos, pathos, and logos that is used in the speech.

2. What is the effect of the ethos, pathos, and logos on the audience?

3. Who is the intended audience? How can the author better appeal to that audience?

4. What is the thesis statement of this speech?

5. What is the author’s purpose (entertain, inform, persuade)?

6. What are some of the rhetorical strategies and devices the author uses?

List 3-5 phrases or statements the author makes that you think are effective and explain why each phrase or statement is effective in this speech.

Return to ACTIVITY 2: 1984 Anticipation Guide.  Complete Part III of the guide. 

ACTIVITY 13: Article Survey

1. Skim the articles on privacy and security by running your eyes over the pages and making notations on a separate piece of paper about the titles and headings you find in them.  What are the major issues about privacy and security these articles seem to address?

2. Make a list of the issues that most of the authors seem to discuss.

3. Read the first sentence of each paragraph in the articles.

4. Add any additional issues you find in these sentences to the list you created in #2.

ACTIVITY 14: Article Predictions

Read the first paragraph of each article.  In a sentence or two, answer the following questions about the article:

1. What do you think this text will be about?

2. What do you think is the purpose of the author?

3. Who do you think is the intended audience for this piece?  How do you know this?

ACTIVITY 15: Comprehension Questions

Article 1, from the National Security Strategy, March 2006

1. Look at the headings and subheadings. What do you think will be the purpose of this article?
2. What are the three national security priorities of the Department of Homeland Security?
3. In the third bullet point, the article says that the Quadrennial Defense Review of 2006 outlines how the Department will “continue to adapt and build to meet new challenges.”  What challenges do you think our country faces based on this article?
4. What is the difference between “state” and “non-state” threats?
5. Explain the concept of “transformational diplomacy.”
6. What do you think “democracy promotion” means?
Article 2, from the National Strategy for Homeland Security, October 2007

1. Into what categories is this article divided?  What is the purpose of the article based on these categories?
2. In paragraph two, the article discusses critical infrastructure and key resources (CI/KR). What makes up critical infrastructure and key resources?  Why might we want to protect these?
3. What do you think it means to have “a safer, more secure, and more resilient Nation” (par. 2)?
4. Explain the concept of “deterrence through denial.”
5. The article says that “Terrorists may seek to infiltrate or recruit an individual with privileged access to a hardened site” and “we must […] work with our […] partners to review workforce surety programs and standards for screening and background checks, where appropriate.” How might the government implement this strategy?  Do you agree or disagree with those methods of implementation?  Why or why not?
6. Explain if you agree or disagree with the following statement and why you have chosen your side:
“Maintaining our credibility [includes] enhancing our ability to respond to acts of terror using all instruments of national power, as well as refining our ability to define the nature, source, and perpetrator of an attack.”

7. What role does the private sector play in assisting the government in its goals?
8. What does the article say is a necessary requirement in order to “minimize the consequences of their occurrence?”
Article 3, John Schwartz (2002)

1. What technology do most college campuses use for their students?
2. Read paragraph 5. What kind of nation does Peter Swire envision based on his experience with college campuses?
3. Paragraph 8 describes a parent’s claim against MIT for not disclosing her daughter’s mental state before she committed suicide. Do you think the school should be required to disclose this type of information to family members?  Would that be a violation of privacy?  Why or why not?
4. Why might a chief privacy officer be a beneficial person?  Why might it be a problematic position?
5. How does the discussion about privacy at college campuses relate to privacy in other areas of our country?  What clues from the article tell you this?
Article 4, Jay Stanley and Barry Steinhardt (2003)

1. Paragraph one says, “We are at risk of turning into a Surveillance Society.” What do you think this means?  Why might the authors consider this a risk?
2. What do Stanley and Steinhardt say is the problem with our current system of privacy and legality in paragraph 3? 
3. In paragraph seven, who is one culprit to blame for the increase in surveillance technology?  Do you think this is a fair group to blame?  Why or why not?
4. In paragraph nine, the authors reference our transgressions as being “permanent Scarlet Letters that follow us throughout our lives.” What is this in reference to?  What are the authors trying to say about our surveillance society?
5. What are the four main goals the authors prescribe for reversing the surveillance trend?  Summarize in one sentence what each goal requires.
6. The authors state that “The Framers (of the Constitution) never expected the Constitution to be read exclusively in terms of the circumstances of 1791” (par. 26). Do you believe this statement to be true, or do you believe we should uphold all facets of the Constitution just as they were developed?  Why or why not?
Article 5, Greg Bruno (2008)

1. What, according to Bruno in paragraphs one and two, is the “growing divide between supporters of increased surveillance and protectors of civil liberties?”
2. In paragraph three, Bruno asserts that many organizations refer to the government’s surveillance measures as analogous to Orwell’s 1984.  Why do you think organizations would make that connection?  Why do you think these comparisons do not “hold up well in court” (par. 4)?
3. What do recent polls show about the way the public feels about privacy and security?
Article 6, Lawrence Wright (2008)

1. Paragraphs one and two discuss the reasons why director of National Intelligence Mike McConnell wants to change the 1978 FISA. What does he say is the reason that FISA needs to be updated?
2. For roughly how long has the “intelligence community” been in existence in the United States?
3. Wright says in paragraph three that the annual cost of the national intelligence community in the US is close to $50 billion.  Why might Wright want his audience to know this number? What does Wright say are some of the problems with this intelligence community?
4. What were the three changes McConnell sought in the modification of the FISA bill?
5. Why might Wright choose to include the conversation about the loophole in the warrant process found in paragraphs 19 and 20?
6. In paragraph 26, Wright outlines the way in which our development of security technology during World War II differs from our current development.  How do the two time periods differ?  Why might there be such a difference today?
7. What are some of the major threats outlined in paragraph 30?
8. What is the biggest problem Americans face if they learn they have been spied upon?
ACTIVITY 16: TOPSTARS 
Complete a TOPSTARS chart for the six articles.  The TOPSTARS acronym is below.

T—Thesis 

O—Occasion 

P—Purpose 

S—Subject 

T—Tone 

A—Audience 

R—Rhetorical Strategies

S—Speaker

ACTIVITY 17: Agree or Disagree?

Revisit the articles in partners or groups.  On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions about each article:

1. What statements do this author present that I agree with?

2. Why do I agree with these statements?

3. What statements do this author present that I disagree with?

4. Why do I disagree with these statements?

5. On a scale of 1-10, 1 being “completely disagree” and 10 being “completely agree,” how do I feel about this article?

6. What would make this article more convincing to me?

ACTIVITY 18: Analyzing Stylistic Choices

1. What are some of the words or phrases that are repeated throughout each of the articles?  Why might these words or phrases be significant to my understanding of privacy and national security?

2. Which of the words listed in question one indicate the attitudes of the writers towards the topic of privacy and national security?

3. How do these words affect my response to each of the articles?

4. Which articles use a formal tone in order to convey their messages?  What effect does a formal tone have on a reader?

5. Which articles are more conversational in tone? What effect does a conversational tone have on a reader?

6. Articles four and six use a significant number of comparisons to emphasize meaning.  Identify at least three comparisons used and explain their effect on a reader.

7. Why are articles one and two difficult to read?  What do I notice about the sentences?  What must I do in order to understand these articles?

ACTIVITY 19: Creating headings

In your packet, look at the texts with headings.  Examine how the headings work: do they divide large portions of text into manageable sections?  Do they give a summary of the upcoming section? Do they provide key words for the reader?  Make brief notes about the articles that have headings.

Once you have analyzed the headings, provide headings for those articles that do not have them.  Then, compare your headings with those of your classmates.

ACTIVITY 20: Bibliography Chart 

Complete a bibliography chart.  This will help aid you in finding bibliographic information, which you will need for the synthesis paper, and it will also test your skills in writing a rhetorical précis.  The bibliography chart can function like the beginning stages of an annotated bibliography, with a final draft and proper MLA (Modern Language Association) format introduced later. 

ACTIVITY 21: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Questions about Ethos

1. Examine article six.  Does Mike McConnell seem to be a credible director of National Intelligence?  Why or why not?

2. Look at paragraphs eight and nine of this article.  Why might the author find it necessary to explain in detail the way McConnell looks, dresses, and behaves?  What effect does it have on the reader?

3. Articles one and two are both published by the United States Federal Government.  How might that affect the way in which you view these articles?  Does it provide more credibility or less credibility to the statements made in the articles?  Why?

Questions about Pathos

1. Which articles in the packet seem to use emotions to affect their purpose?  What words or phrases tell you this?

2. Do you feel any of the articles are trying to manipulate your emotions?  In what ways?

3. Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretations of the arguments you have been presented?  How does that affect your overall viewpoint on the topic?

4. How does your own experience with privacy and security affect your personal opinion on the topic?  Do you think your view is accurate?  Why or why not?

Questions about Logos

1. Look closely at the articles in the packet.  Identify a claim that seems to have good support to back it up.  What kinds of support are provided for this claim?  Why do you think these elements support the claim made?

2. What are some possible counter-arguments that these authors don’t address in their articles?  How might you support these counter-arguments?

ACTIVITY 22: Privacy vs. Security T-Chart

Individually or as a class, make a T-chart with “Benefits of Privacy” on one side and “Benefits of Security” on another.  Then, brainstorm all of the reasons that you can think of as to why personal privacy is necessary and good in people’s lives.  Once you have completed one side of the T-chart, shift your thinking to security.  Brainstorm all of the reasons you can think of as to why national security is necessary and good in people’s lives.

After listing your reasons, place each of the six articles into one of the two categories created.  In other words, which articles are more in support of the right to privacy, and which articles are more in support of national security?  Though many of the articles may do both, almost all of the articles lean to one side or the other.  Use your notes to help you.

Once you feel you have listed all the benefits on both sides of the chart and you have categorized the articles, reread each side and determine which concept, privacy or security, you seem to support more.  For example, if my T-chart has 10 good reasons why security is beneficial but only four good reasons why privacy is beneficial, I would likely pick security as the side I seem to support more.  Highlight or circle the side of the T-chart you agree with.  Remember, you can always show some support for both, but you will likely align more closely with one category over another.

ACTIVITY 23: Quote, Paraphrase, Respond

Choose three passages from any of the articles you have in your packet that you might be able to use in your proposal.  You may want to choose passages that you strongly agree or disagree with.  Note that when you punctuate a quote, if the parenthesis with the citation information is in the middle of a sentence, put any necessary punctuation marks, such as a comma or a semicolon, after the citation parenthesis.  Think of the citation information as part of the sentence.

· First, write each passage down as a correctly punctuated and cited direct quotation.

· Second, paraphrase the material in your own words with the correct citation.

· Third, respond to the idea expressed in the passage by agreeing or disagreeing with it and explaining why, again with the correct citation.
PROMPT:

The articles in this unit, combined with George Orwell’s 1984, provide you with a strong foundation to enter the debate about privacy versus national security.  In recent years, especially with the September 11 terrorist attacks and recent acts of terrorism both domestically and abroad, the debate between privacy and security has reached significant importance.

Assignment: Write a 3-5 page argumentative synthesis paper that explains your opinion on what should be valued higher in a democratic society: the right to individual privacy or the interests of national security.  Your paper will need to incorporate at least three of the articles we have read in class, and your paper should have a well-developed thesis statement, reasons for your opinion, and a well-crafted conclusion.  A successful synthesis paper may include the following information:

I. A brief introduction 

i. This introduction should include a “hook” or “attention grabber” that makes the reader interested in what you are writing about. Think of the nine rhetorical modes when deciding how to present your topic.

ii. A thesis statement that presents your opinion or argument (claim)

II. Body paragraphs that provide well-reasoned warrants for your thesis

i. You should begin each body paragraph with a topic sentence that provides support for your thesis statement. [THE POINT]

ii. Your topic sentence should be supported by examples/textual citations (both book and articles).  This should include direct quotations, paraphrase, and summary with appropriate in-text citations. [THE PROOF] 

iii. You should provide some analysis about the examples you’ve selected (think of a sports commentator)—this is the most critical part of your essay because it is YOUR voice! [THE REASON]

iv. You should complete the paragraph with a transitional/concluding sentence
III. A concluding paragraph that presents possible solutions to the problem of privacy vs. security.  This should act like a paragraph that presents to the reader possible other research topics for another paper you may write.  Think of it like an introductory paragraph for an essay that hasn’t yet been written but is about the same subject.

i. Remind the reader of your opinion on privacy and security.

ii. Summarize 2-3 possible solutions to the privacy/security problem that could be developed into a new paper topic at a later date.

IV. Works Cited page, in proper MLA format, that references each source used in the paper.

ACTIVITY 24: Prompt Deconstruction (formulated from K. Gallagher)

1. Attack the prompt. Eliminate any words or phrases that are unnecessary. Circle or highlight the verbs and draw arrows that indicate what those verbs tell us to do.  Rewrite the prompt in your own words, listing the actions we take to write the essay.

2. Brainstorm. Using a brainstorm technique (cluster is most common), have the students come up with an argument and a few supporting reasons for that argument.

3. Choose the order. Have the students decide what order they will present their argument in their paper

4. Draft. Students will then draft the essay using the guidelines established below.

ACTIVITY 24A: Thesis development

Fold this activity into the brainstorming activity completed above.

· What is your tentative thesis?

· What support have you found for your thesis?

· What evidence have you found for this support? For example, facts, statistics, authorities, personal experience, anecdotes, stories, scenarios, and examples.

· How much background information do your readers need to understand your topic and thesis?

· If readers were to disagree with your thesis or the validity of your support, what would they say? How would you address their concerns (what would you say to them)? 

ACTIVITY 24B: Rough Draft

This activity should be done for part 4 of the prompt deconstruction activity.

You will have 45 minutes to write a draft on the following topic:

Which idea should our national government support: “We should protect the privacy of our citizens” or “We should protect the security of the nation”?

ACTIVITY 25: Revision

Revision Guidelines for Individual Work:

· Have I responded to the assignment?

· What is my purpose for this essay?

· What should I keep?  What is most effective?

· What should I add?  Where do I need more details, examples, and other evidence to support my point?

· What could I get rid of?  Did I use irrelevant details? Was I repetitive?

· What should I change?  Are parts of my essay confusing or contradictory?  Do I need to explain my ideas more fully?

· What should I rethink?  Was my position clear?  Did I provide enough analysis to convince my readers?

· How is my tone? Was I too overbearing, too firm? Do I need qualifiers?

· Have I addressed differing points of view?

· Does my conclusion show the significance of my essay?

ACTIVITY 26: Editing

Editing Guidelines for Individual Work:

· If possible, set your essay aside for 24 hours before rereading to find errors.

· If possible, read your essay out loud to a friend so you can hear your errors.

· Focus on individual words and sentences rather than overall meaning.  Take a sheet of paper and cover everything except the line you are reading.  Then touch your pencil to each word as you read.

· With the help of your teacher, figure out your own pattern of errors—the most serious and frequent errors you make.  

· Only look for one type of error at a time.  Then go back and look for a second type, and if necessary, a third.

· Use the dictionary to check spelling and confirm that you’ve chosen the right word for the context.

NOTE TO ALL STUDENTS:

Please make sure you have thoroughly completed all assignments before submitting your packet for the final grade!  You will need to include the following items to have a complete packet:

1. Final Draft 

2. Works Cited Page

3. All activities IN ORDER listed above

Failure to follow these guidelines may result in a reduction of your score!
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