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UNIVERSITY POLICY AND PROCEDURES for  
Awarding Posthumous Degrees 

 
PURPOSE 
The California State University Bakersfield community wishes to show sympathy and 
compassion to families of deceased students who were near completion of their degrees. 
The purpose of this policy is to recognize and share in the academic achievement of these 
students who would likely have fulfilled the requirements of the degree. These actions 
must also be balanced with attention to the academic and institutional integrity of our 
degree programs.  
 
The awarding of a posthumous bachelor’s or master’s degree is recognition of a student 
who was near completion of a degree and/or a recognition of excellence. The awarding 
of the degree is initiated by the faculty of the student’s department. Excellence in the 
areas of academics, university service, and community service are considered. 
 
INITIATION 
Any interested party may initiate consideration of a posthumous degree award by making 
a written request to the appropriate School Dean. 
 
ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
The posthumous degree or certificate may only be awarded in the academic year in which 
the student would have graduated. 
 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE POLICY: 
The awarding of a posthumous bachelor’s degree is recognition of a student who was 
near completion of their degree and/or a recognition of excellence. Any interested party 
may initiate consideration of a posthumous degree award. 
 
A posthumous baccalaureate degree may be awarded to a student who, at the time of 
death, had completed a substantial portion of the requirements for graduation, defined as 
follows: 
 
A posthumous bachelor’s degree may be awarded if a student in good standing: 
 

1. Was enrolled at the university at the time of death or was an active-duty member 
of the U.S. Armed Forces, federal military reserve forces, and/or National Guard; 

2. Was within 15 semester units of completing the minimum number of semester units 
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required for a bachelor’s degree in the chosen major and/or had satisfactorily 
completed at least 120 semester units of coursework (had completed at least 85% 
of all degree requirements); 

3. Had satisfactorily completed at least 12 upper division semester units in the 
declared major at CSUB; 

4. Had a grade point average of 2.0 or higher for all units used in calculating the grade 
point average, including those grades received at CSUB and grades accepted from 
other institutions; 

5. The deceased student’s cause of death was not due to any unlawful activity by the 
student. 

 
Under exceptional circumstances (such as outstanding service to the university), the 
President may, upon consideration of the recommendations of the faculty within the 
deceased student’s major or concentration, that School’s Dean, and the Provost, confer 
a posthumous bachelor’s degree to a student who, at the time of death, had not completed 
the requirements set forth above. 
 
Students who do not qualify for a posthumous bachelor’s degree may be awarded a 
Certificate of Achievement if the student was in good standing and had been enrolled at 
CSUB within the past three semesters prior to his/her death. The approval process for 
the Certificate of Achievement is the same as for the posthumous degree. 
 
 
MASTER’S DEGREE POLICY: 
The awarding of a posthumous master’s degree is recognition of a student who was near 
completion of their degree and/or a recognition of excellence. Any interested party may 
initiate consideration of a posthumous degree award. 
 
A posthumous master’s degree may be awarded to a student who, at the time of death, 
had completed a substantial portion of the requirements for graduation, defined as 
follows: 
 
A posthumous master’s degree may be awarded if a student in good standing: 

1. Satisfactorily completed at least 15 units of graduate (500 level) coursework at 
CSUB (had completed at least 85% of all degree requirements); 

2. Was within six semester units of finishing the number of units necessary for 
completion of an approved master’s degree study plan; 

3. Was in good standing with a grade point average of 3.0 or higher; 
4. Had received no grade in any course in the student’s study plan below a C. 
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Under exceptional circumstances (such as outstanding service to the university), the 
President may, upon consideration of the recommendation of the department graduate 
committee, the Graduate Program Director, the School Dean, and the Provost, confer a 
posthumous master’s degree to a student who, at the time of death, had not completed 
the requirements set forth above. 
 
Students who do not qualify for a posthumous master’s degree may be awarded a 
Certificate of Achievement if the student was in good standing and had been enrolled at 
CSUB within the past three semesters prior to his/her death. The approval process for 
the Certificate of Achievement is the same as for the posthumous degree. 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE DEGREE 
The posthumous bachelor’s or master’s degree will be awarded either at a private 
ceremony or at the appropriate commencement exercise.  
 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
SCHOOL DEAN 
The School Dean will forward the written posthumous degree request to the Director of 
Admissions and Records for a degree progress review. 
 
ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS 
The Director of Admissions and Records will have the Evaluations Office determine the 
extent to which the student meets the criteria for receipt of a posthumous degree as noted 
previously and will notify the department chair and School Dean of the student’s status. 
 
DEPARTMENT FACULTY / DEPARTMENT GRADUATE COMMITTEE 
The department faculty or, in the case of a posthumous master’s degree being 
considered, the department graduate committee, will make a written recommendation to 
the School Dean regarding the award of the posthumous degree. 
 
SCHOOL DEAN 
The School Dean will make a written recommendation to the Provost regarding the award 
of the posthumous degree and will forward the recommendation of the department faculty. 
 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
If a posthumous master’s degree is being considered, the Graduate Programs Director 
will make a written recommendation to the Provost. 
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PROVOST 
The Provost will make a written recommendation to the President regarding the award of 
the posthumous degree and will forward the recommendations of the School Dean, the 
Dean of Graduate Studies (if appropriate), and department faculty. 
 
THE PRESIDENT 
The President, after reviewing all forwarded recommendations, will make the final 
decision regarding the awarding of any posthumous degrees. For joint doctoral programs, 
collaborating institutions must also concur with the posthumous award recommendation. 
If approved, the President will notify the Vice President for Student Affairs. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS (VPSA) 
The Vice President for Student Affairs will contact the deceased student’s family to notify 
them of the degree award and to determine the manner in which the degree will be 
conferred. If a private award ceremony is desired, the VPSA will make the arrangements 
and invite appropriate department faculty. If the award will be presented at 
commencement, the VPSA will be responsible for notifying the family of the 
commencement date and time and will invite them to designate a family member to 
participate in the commencement ceremony. The VPSA will also inform the School Dean, 
the School Commencement Committee, and the Registrar of the approval of the 
posthumous degree award. 
 
SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE 
The posthumous degree award will be noted in the School Commencement program, if 
possible. The commencement program will note the degree was presented 
posthumously. Students receiving a posthumous degree under this policy will be awarded 
honors at graduation if their academic performance meets such qualifications. 
 
REGISTRAR 
The Registrar will make the appropriate update to the student’s record. 
 
 
 
 
 
Updated 4/11/16 
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