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Runners post high marks
at Steve Scott Invite

Courtesy of Sports Information

In their final tune-up before
this weekend’s NCAA Division
I Independent Championships,
members of CSUB men’'s and
women'strack & field teams

100 meter hurdles with atime
of 16.80. In the high jump,
Ke' Airra Jones placed fourth,
matching her season best of 5-
07.
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ed PR’s. King dropped her time
to 2:21.80 (from 2:23.14), while
Garcia cut just over two seconds
from her previous best time,
coming in at 2:28.69.

Lauren Nolasco finished the
1500 meter run in 4:55.44, cut-
ting three seconds off her previ-
ous best, while Felicia Jasso
crossed the finish in 5:33.40,
down from her time of 5:41.92
Set just two weeks ago.

Freshman Jenah Kincaid post-
ed a new personal best in the

sonal record in the hammer
throw was Clayton Morovich
with amark of 156.10.

Alex Haver achieved a new
personal best with a 6-04.75
mark in the high jump, while
Brian Lopez achieved a seventh
place finish in the javelin with a
throw of 179-01.

Bakersfield concludes the 2008
season this week, traveling to
Orem, Utah, for the NCAA
Division | Independent
Championships hosted by Utah
Valley University.

By Phillip Barnett
Sports Editor

Just one year ago no onein Los
Angeleswas sure if Kobe Bryant
was ever going to play another
basketball game for the Lakers
following his lamenting com-
ments throwing teammates and
the franchises' front office under
the bus after a 42-40 regular sea-
son and a second consecutive
first round playoff exit.

Bryant seemed fed-up with the
team that gave him ahomein the
league 12 years ago and basket-
ball fans around the world were
just as surprised as Lakers
owner, Jerry Buss, and general
manager, Mitch Kupchak, were
when Bryant announced that he
wanted to be traded.

The Lakers superstar went on
severa radio shows expressing
his frustration with the Lakers
organization's inability to bring
in quality talent around him to
compete for a championship, and
was even caught on video trash
talking the Lakers young center
Andrew Bynum, whose develop-
ment wasn't where Bryant want-
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Kobe Bryant (right) was named the NBA’s Most Valuable Player.

From public enemy to MVP

ed it to be, especialy since Jerry
Buss' son, Jimmy Buss was
unwilling to part with Bynum.

After playing some of the most
inspired basketball of his career
with the U.S. National Team this
summer to help them earn aright
to play in this summer’s Olympic
games in August, there was till
guestions about where Bryant
would be playing in the 2007-
2008 season.

After Jerry Buss said that he
would listen to any trade offers
for his best player, Bryant sat out
three practices before their open-
ing game, where Bryant was
booed by the fans in Los
Angeles.

Those booes quickly turned into
cheers as Bryant opened up the
season as a L aker, and scored 45
points in a two-point loss to
Houston.

Still, there were trade rumors
involving a deal that would send
him to Chicago.

As time passed, the rumors
slowly were quieted astalk about
the inspired play of Bynum and
some of the younger reserves
grew louder.

Bynum became a walking dou-
ble-double and the Lakers' bench
became one of the league's best.
Not only that, but Bryant seemed
like he was actually happy with
the team.

In mid January, Bynum was
hurt. Bynum’'s growth was so
much that pundits felt the Lakers
weren't going to be able to com-
pete without him.

Then, the same front office that
Bryant felt wasn't dedicated to
building an immediate contender
went out and traded for Pau
Gasol, one of the league's pre-
mier big men.

Bryant and the Lakers would go
on to post the best record in a
Western Conference that saw all
eight playoff teams record at
least 50 wins.

Bryant played the whole second
half of the season with atorn lig-
ament in the pinky finger of his
shooting hand, and posted better
numbers than he did in the first
half. Bryant finished the season
with 28.3 ppg, 6.3 rpg and 5.4
apg to help him earn his first
career MV P trophy.

Men’'s
Soccer to
join MPSF

Courtesy of Sports Information

Beginning with the 2009 fall
season, CSU Bakersfield's
men’s soccer team will compete
with seven other schools in the
Mountain  Pacific  Sports
Federation.

The Roadrunners, along with
fellow NCAA Division | new-
comer Seattle University, join
current MPSF members Air
Force, University of Denver,
University of New Mexico,
University of Nevada-L as Vegas,
Sacramento State and San Jose
State.

“This is a fantastic opportunity
to compete in an established
conference with some of the best
teams in the West, including
New Mexico who was the
national runner up in 2005,” said
CSUB Head Coach Simon
Tobin, “We are look forward to
the quality competition and we
expect to compete immediately
for a conference championship.”

The MPSF has been in exis-
tence since 1992 with past mem-
bers including UCLA, Fresno
State and University of
Washington. The conference
champion receives an automatic
bid to the NCAA Division |
Championships.

Following two seasons of
scheduling struggles as an
NCAA Division | Independent,
the MPSF will provide a base of
consistency for CSUB’s men's
soccer schedule, as well as the
opportunity to earn automatic
gualification into  NCAA
Championship Tournament
beginning in 2010.
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WHAT? Amtrak California’s San Joaquin trains and Amtrak

Thruway Motorcoaches connect CSU Bakersfield and
Bakersfield to communities and destinations throughout

California.

: WHY? It’s convenient, economical, and a relaxing and scenic
way to travel. The train is great for studying, sleeping, eating,
e or spending time with friends.

) WHEN? Amtrak San Joaquins® has convenient departure
i times throughout the day offering CSU Bakersfield students
the opportunity to travel around California at some great

Travel made simple.
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savings. Thruway Motorcoaches also connect students with
Amtrak trains in the Bay Area and Southern California.

~ CSU BAKERSFIELD STUDENTS SAVE ON AMTRAK"!
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. = TRAVELING AROUND CALIFORNIA JUST GOT A WHOLE LOT CHEAPER —

HOW do I make a reservation? Simply visit our website at
Amtrak.com to check current fares and schedules. You
can make reservations onlfne, at a staffed station, or
by calling 1-800-USA RAIL.

WHERE do I catch the train? The Bakersfield Amtrak station i

is located at 601 Truxtun Avenue at S Street. Here a friendly
Amtrak agent can help you with ticket sales, checked

baggage, and general travel information.

Amtrak.com e Now En Espariol ¢ 1-800-USA-RAIL
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=> Amtrak California

A partnership of Caltrans and Amtrak

This discount is valid for sale 01Sep07-19Jun08 and valid for travel 04Sep07-22Jun08 on the Pacific Surfliner, San Joaquins and associated thruway service, includin% Merced to Yosemite, all other 7000-8999 series thruways are excluded. Offer valid for 20 percent off the best available coach adult rail fare for students of the following California Colleges and

Universities: California State University (Bakersfield and Fresno), Fresno City College 6Fresno), California Polytechnic State University (San Luis Obispo), University of
Barbara). Blackouts apply for the following dates: 20-27Nov07, 14Dec07-02Jan08, 2

alifornia (Merced, Irvine, and Santa Barbara, University of the Pacific (Stockton), University of San Diego (San Diego), San Diego State University (San Diego), and Santa Barbara City College (Santa
-24Mar08 and 23-26May08. Passenger must be a student and show a valid student ID (when purchasing tickets and on board train) for one of the colleges listed above. Reservation must be made at least three (3) days prior to travel date. Once travel has begun, no changes to the

itinerary are permitted. This discount is not valid towards purchase of multi-rides and is not valid thru a travel agency. Fares, routes and schedules are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Refer to discount V363. Amtrak, Pacific Surfliner, San Joaquins and Travel Made Simple are service marks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation.



