Spanish 577 (Spanish Topics)

Sociolinguistics

(Independent studies. Student: Fernando Contreras)

Textbook

Francisco Moreno Fernández: Principios de sociolingüística y sociología del lenguaje, Barcelona, Ariel, 1998.

Course Description
The goal of the course is to introduce the student to the basic concepts, tenets, and issues of general Sociolinguistics and Sociology of Language. 

The two first parts will deal with variation in language and the social use of language. The third part will introduce the student to the situations and linguistic consequences of the contact among languages: bilingualism, diglosia, pidgin, creole, code-switching and mixing, loan words, interferences…

Lessons: 

Part I: La variación en la lengua

Part II: La lengua en su uso social

Part III: La coexistencia de lenguas y sociedades.
Evaluation
The student must complete three requirements for the course. 

First, he is required to answer several questions related to the parts 1 and 2 of book he has to read. This exam will be oral and will be during the last week of October.

Second, he will have a written examination. The exam will cover part 3 from the textbook.

The last requirement is the writing of a term paper based on research done on a topic decided by the professor and the student together. The student should turn it in by the end of the course.

The final grade will be calculated according to the following schema:
  
  

	  

Evaluation Task

Percentage of Grade

Oral questions

30%

Term paper or project 

40%

Written examination

30%



	


Days of the exams: 

Oral questions: October 21th
Written examination: November 21st
Term paper: November 28th
GRADING PROCEDURE:  The grading system in all Spanish courses is identical to the one described on page 70 of the 2005-2007 CSUB Catalog.  Students will be given letter grades.

The letter grades given will be as follows: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F
GRADING SCALE

A
100-94

A-
93-90

B+
89-87

B
86-84

B-
83-80

C+
79-77

C
76-74

C
76-74

C-
73-70

D+
69-67

D
66-64

D-  63-60

F
59-0
INTEGRITY OF SCHOLARSHIP AND GRADES/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

The CSUB rules regarding the integrity of scholarship will be strictly enforced.  For your information, the rules, as they appear on page 80 of the 2005-2007 CSUB Catalog are as follows:

The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars.  The University expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles and in so doing protect the validity of University grades.  This means that all academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind.  Instructors, for their part, will exercise care in the planning and supervision of academic work so that honest effort will be positively encouraged.

Plagiarism, the practice of taking ideas and writings from another and offering them as one's own, is a form of cheating and is unacceptable.  It may consist of handing in someone else's work, copying a composition, using ideas, paragraphs, sentences, or phrases written by another or using ideas, data, and statistics compiled by another.  This includes rearrangement of phrases from the original into a new pattern.  

When using ideas, interpretations, or material written or compiled by another, acknowledgement of indebtedness to the original author or source must be made by the use of quotation marks, footnotes or similar references.

A student may not submit a paper (or two papers which are substantially the same) for credit in two different courses unless a prior agreement to accept such work has been made between the instructors involved.

If any instance of academic dishonesty is discovered by an instructor, it is the instructor's responsibility to give a failing grade to the student for the course.  In every case, the instructor should notify in writing the Dean of Students and the dean of the school in which the student is enrolled of the circumstances of the case.  In all cases of academic dishonesty, the first offense will result in the student's receiving an "F" in the course and the second offense will result in termination of the student's enrollment at the University.

A student may appeal any sanction employed by the instructor and the University based upon an allegation of academic dishonesty by initiating grievance procedures within no more than fifteen (15) school days (academic year) after notification of the grade is mailed or personally given to the student.  Procedures are available in the School deans' offices.
