Spanish or Castilian in Spain
Geographical information
Spain and Portugal together make up the Iberian Peninsula. 
Spain occupies four fifths of the 580,825 square kilometres that make up the total area of the Peninsula. It borders to the north on the Bay of Biscay, France and Andorra, to the east, on the Mediterranean Sea, to the south, on the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, and to the west, on the Atlantic and Portugal. 

The above mentioned surface area includes the larger part of the Iberian Peninsula, some 493,486 square kilometres of a total of 580,760 which completed by Portugal, as well as the 4,992 sq. kms. that make up the Balearic Islands lying to the East of the peninsula, and the 7,447 sq. kms. constituted by the Canary Islands, which are found more than 1,000 kms. South of the Peninsula, just off the coast of Africa. 

Two Spanish cities in the north of Africa also form part of the nation, Ceuta with 18 sq. kms. and Melilla with 14 kms. 

In relation with the Gibraltar problem (belonging to UK since the XVIII century), it is clear, that Gibraltar is part of the territory of Spain. But they have British nationality and citizenship.
-The Iberian Peninsula's geographical position has made it a natural bridge between cultures of the north and the south of Europe and Africa. The vicissitudes of its history have transformed it into a crossroads for many different cultures. For this reason, its cultural heritage (and its language) offers enormous wealth and diversity. 
Some general information
· One of the Iberian-Romance languages.

· There are around 40 million Spanish speakers within Spain. 350 millions all over the world.

· Spanish is the official language in Spain, including the Balearic and Canary Islands and the Northern African enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. There are Spanish-speaking communities in the UK, France and Germany. It is one of the official languages of the European Union and of the United Nations.
· Spanish uses the Latin alphabet, and the acute accent on vowels to indicate stressed syllables (á). Ñ and ñ are exclusive to Spanish and represent a single letter and not a modification of n. It's also the only language to use the opening question and exclamation marks ¿ ¡
· 11th century glosses written by monks in northern Spain provide us with the first examples of written Spanish.
· Spain's Moorish past bequeathed the language a wide variety of Arabic words, including 'algodón' cotton, 'alcalde' mayor, 'almirante' admiral. The 'al-' that starts all these words was Arabic for 'the', but the Spanish speakers hung on to it and attached it to the word. So 'el algodón' actually represents 'the the cotton' and 'el alcalde' 'the the mayor'.
History
One of the characteristic features of the early history of Spain is the successive waves of different peoples who spread all over the Peninsula.
1. The first to appear were the Iberians, a Libyan people, who came from the south. 
2. Later came the Celts, a typically Aryan people, and from the merging of the two there arose a new race, the Celtiberians, who, divided into several tribes (Cantabrians, Asturians, Lusitanians) gave their name to their respective homelands. 
3. The next to arrive, attracted by mining wealth, were the Phoenicians (1.110 B. C.), who founded a number of trading posts along the coast, the most important being that of Cadiz. 
4. After them, Greek settlers came, who founded several towns, including Rosas, Ampurias and Sagunto. 
5. The Phoenicians, in their struggle against the Greeks, called on the Carthaginians, who, under the orders of Hamilcar Barca, took possession of most of Spain. 
6. It was at this time (218 B. C.) that Rome raised a border dispute in defence of the areas of Greek influence, and thus began in the Peninsula the Second Punic War, which decided the fate of the world at that time. After the Roman victory, Publius Cornelius Scipio, Africanus, began the conquest of Spain, which was to be under Roman rule for six centuries. The Peninsula was Romanized to such an extent that it produced important writers as Seneca and Lucan, and such eminent emperors as Trajan and Hadrian. 

Rome left in Spain four powerful social elements: the Latin language, Roman law, the municipality and the Christian religion. 

7. After the fall of the Roman Empire (409 B.C,), tribes of Germans: the Suevi, Vandals and Alans entered Spain, but they were defeated by the Visigoths who, by the end of the 6th century, has occupied virtually the whole of the Peninsula. 

8. At the beginning of the 8th century the Arabs entered from the south. They conquered the country swiftly except for a small bulwark in the North which would become the initial springboard for the Reconquest, which was not completed until eight centuries later. 
9. In 1469, the marriage of the Catholic Monarchs, Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, prepared the way for the union of the two kingdoms and marked the opening of a period of growing success for Spain: Granada (the last stronghold of the Arabs in Spain) was conquered and, at the same time, in the same historic year of 1492, the caravels sent by the Crown of Castile under the command of Christopher Columbus discovered America. 
10. The next two centuries, the 16th and the 17th- construction and apogee of the Spanish Empire as a result of which the country, under the aegis of the Austrias, became the world's foremost power, and European politics hinged upon it. 

11. In 1808 Joseph Bonaparte was installed on the Spanish throne, following the Napoleonic invasion, although the fierce resistance of the Spanish people culminated in the restoration of the Bourbons in the person of Fernando VII. 
12. A brief war with the United States resulted in the loss of Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines, in 1898, thus completing the dissolution of the Spanish overseas empire. 

13. After several periods of Republic and Monarchy, the climate of growing violence culminated on July 18th 1936 in a military rising which turned into a tragic civil war which did not end until three years later. 

14. On October 1st, 1936, General Franco took over as Head of State and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. The Spanish State embarked on a period of forty years' dictatorship, during which the political life of the country was characterized by the illegality of all the political parties with the exception of the National Movement and the prohibition of speaking and teaching in any other language different from Spanish. Franco died in 1975, opening the way to the restoration of the monarchy with the rise to the Throne of the present King of Spain, Juan Carlos I de Borbon y Borbon. The young monarch soon established himself as a resolute motor for change to a western-style democracy by means of a cautious process of political reform. 

Between 1980 and 1982, the regions of Catalonia, the Basque Country, Galicia and Andalusia approved statutes for their own self-government and elected their respective parliaments. 

Languages spoken in Spain

Castilian is the official Spanish language of the State. However, Castilian is not the only Spanish language. At present, there are other Spanish languages, which make up a singularly rich linguistic patrimony. 

The Spanish Constitution recognizes the right of the Autonomous Communities to use their own languages. 

The Article 3 of the Constitution reads: 

1. Castilian is the official Spanish language of the State. All Spaniards have the duty to know it and the right to use it. 

2. The other Spanish languages shall also be official in the respective Autonomous Communities in accordance with their Statutes. 

3. The wealth of the different language variations of Spain is a cultural heritage which shall be the object of special respect and protection. 

The Spanish languages that are officially recognized by the Statutes of the Autonomous Communities are: Euskera or Basque (Basque Country and Navarre), Galician (Galicia), Catalan (Catalonia and Balearic Islands) and Valencian Community where, as stated at the Dictionary of the Real Academia, this variety of Catalan is called Valencian. 

Other Statutes give special protection for the following Spanish languages: Bable in Asturias and the linguistic diversity in Aragón. 
The Aran Valley has also a special situation, with three official languages: Castilian, Catalan and Aranese. 
Castilian

Article 3 of the Spanish Constitution states that Castilian is the official language of the State. All Spaniards have the duty to know it and the right to use it. 

Castilian, which is spoken in all the national territory, Equatorial Guinea, the former Spanish territory of Sahara, Central and South America (except Brazil and the Guyana) and parts of the Philippines, is the official and cultural language of some 350 million people the world over. Of these, nearly 300 million speak it as their mother tongue. These figures make the official language of the Spanish State the most widely spoken Romance language, an expressive instrument of a community which embraces two different worlds and which is spoken by people of different races. 

Declared the official language of Spain by Philip V in 1714, it is usually known as Spanish, a name that was already used in the Middle Ages in Castile, and frequently by the grammarians and authors of the 16th and 17th centuries. 

The Spanish Royal Academy preferred to say Castilian until the 1925 edition of its Dictionary, when it adopted the name of Spanish. The Real Academia Española located in Madrid, is entrusted with "purifying, clarifying and giving splendour" to the language, in close contact with other Latin American academies, and mitigating the problems arising from the use of a language spoken in such a large geographic expanse. Its members are recruited from among the most prestigious literary creators and erudites. 

Catalan

Catalan is a Romance language, with its earliest literary text, the Homilies d'Organya, dating back to about the middle of 12th century. 

Both Castilian and Catalan (since 1979) are the official languages of Catalonia and the Balearic Islands (since 1983) and in Valencia the Catalan is called Valencian, denomination which is recognized by the Statute of Autonomy 

Catalan is also spoken in some areas of Aragon and Murcia and, outside Spain, in the French Roussillon region, the Principality of Andorra and in the Italian city of Alguer (Sardinia). It is the mother tongue of some 5 to 6 million persons. Furthermore many Castilian or Spanish speaking people who live in any of the aforementioned areas speak and understand it. 
It is one of the official languages in the European Community, and is spoken by more people than Danish or Finnish. 

This language was hardly repressed under Franco’s dictatorship cause it meant the fight for self-determination. Before Franco 95% of the population spoke it, after him only 59%.

Bilingual education : 80’s.

Language of main use
	
	Catalonia
	Valencian
Community
	Balearic
Islands

	Catalan
Bilingual
Castilian
	41

16

43
	29

8

63
	41

12

         47

	Total Number
	1.006
	771
	473


Siguán 1999, 29.

Linguistic competente in Catalan/Age
	Catalonia
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +

	Understand, speak, read and write
Understand, speak and read
Understand and speak
Only understand
Do not understand

	88

3

1

6

1


	66

14

3

16

1


	36

35

10

19

–


	38

31

9

21

1


	29

28

12

28

3


	33

28

11

21

7



	Total number
	143
	198
	171
	160
	134
	199


Siguán 1999, 16.

Galician

Galician-Portuguese originated in Galicia at the beginning of the Middle Ages, and was carried by the Christian reconquerors outhwards, that is, to present day Portugal. Its first literary and notarial text date from the 12th century. 

In the second half of the 14th century, after producing a splendid literature, the language split into Galician and Portuguese, for historical and political reasons.  During that time even in the Castilian areas they wrote poetry (love poetry) in Galician. But then this stopped and it was not until XIX century that came again to the poetry.
Approximately two million people speak Galician, although due to its similarity to Castilian and the multiple interferences derived from a practically universal bilingualism, it is very difficult to make an exact calculation. To this figure we must add the Galician communities living in Latin American countries that use it. 
Knowledge and use of Galician (1991)

Galicia 


Understand 
94,10



Speak
 
87,09


Read

50,04



Write

34,66



Do not know   3,72



Euskera

Euskera, or the Basque language, is nowadays written with Latin alphabet. There are about 600,000 speakers in the north of Spain (Basque Country Autonomous Community and Navarra) and western part of the French Atlantic Pyrenees (approximately 100,000 speakers). 

With regard to the origin of the Basque tongue, there have been a number of hypotheses. It has been suggested that the language of the ancestors of the Basques was introduced into this part of Europe by immigrants from Asia Minor at the beginning of the Bronze Age (i.e. round about the year 2000 BC) or people from Africa. Nothing has been proved. 

Basque and Castilian entered History together, since the first text preserved in Castilian, the Código Emilianense, c.977, is also written in Basque. But any other thing was written down until the XVI century. The literature was oral. And this language was transmitted orally for thousands of years. 

Before the industrialization of the Basque Country, at the end of XIX century, 95% of the population spoke Basque. But that changed during that period because of all the immigrants that came and did not learn the language. Also, Franco’s repression caused that after his death only 20% of the population spoke Basque.
Nowadays, Euskera is the official language of the Basque provinces since 1982, together with Castilian. The orographic features of the region have contributed to maintaining its linguistic diversity, which cause some linguists, based on the intercommunicative difficulties, to claim the existence of seven different Basque dialects. To overcome this fragmentation the Royal Academy of the Basque Language was created in 1919, and in 1968, a standardized Basque grammar called batua was adopted for official purposes. In France is not recognized as an official language. 
Nursery school (2000/2001):

Spanish
6.488

Bilingual
17.263

Basque 
34.955
Other Spanish languages

The Article 3.3 of the Spanish Constitution reads: 

The wealth of the different language variations of Spain is a cultural heritage which shall be the object of special respect and protection 

Romanticism awoke Spanish regional literature, which had had a rich literary tradition dating back to the Middle Ages, from its temporary lethargy. The francoist dictatorship initially prohibited and then hindered the use of the Spanish languages other than the Castilian, which found themselves confined to use in the home and encountered serious difficulties for their development as a cultural and educational vehicle.
Officially speaking, there are also some Statutes of the Autonomous Communities that give protection to a certain number of languages: 

The Statute of the Principality of Asturias, set up as an Autonomous Community in 1981, reads: "The Bable shall be protected. Its use will be promoted by the media and the teaching institutions, respecting in any case all the local differences and the wilfulness in its learning". 

The Statute of the Autonomous Community of Aragón, set up in 1982, read: "The several linguistic variations of Aragón shall be protected, being considered as elements of its cultural and historic heritage".  It has not had a great success this revivation. These two dialects have a lot of influence from Castilian.
Also, in a small place near the Pyrenees they speak Aranese, a dialect of Gascon, in turn a dialect of Occitan, the Romance language of southern France. Aranese is the third official language in the Aran Valley. In the Middle Ages Provençal and Gascon were literary languages, widely used in Catalonia. 

CONCLUSION

Spanish is now the vehicle of communication among all these languages and it is still the biggest language in Spain and it seems that will keep the same in the future. But everyday we can see more and more people that have an inferior knowledge of this language, because it is not their first language and they receive education in some other language.

We use other language in mass media, education, and more and more parents want to talk to their kids in Catalan, Basque, Galician and so on. Why? You will need that language to get a job (instrumental purposes) and also to feel that you belong to your community (integrative purposes). We do not have such and strong idea of the Nation as, for example, in the United States. We have been historically, since the beginning of the time, divided in kingdoms, communities, provinces…, so the idea of one Spain is not strong. It is what we call the Europe of the people.
