
 SOC 490          Senior Seminar in Sociology          Spring 2016 
  

Instructor: Dr. Gonzalo Santos;    Email: gsantos@csub.edu;    Phone: (661) 654-2191 
Dr. Santos’s Office: DDH-AA205      Office Hours: Tu/Th 12:30 pm-2:00 pm 
Class Room: Classroom Bldg 104      Class Time: Tu/Th, 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm 

   
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This is the culminating course in the B.A. in Sociology and is intended to be a seminar with the 
active participation of the graduating students in research, writing, and public presentations. We 
have chosen as the broad topic of the seminar the sociology of immigration, mostly as it relates 
to the United States. First, using the Nagai historical book, we trace the evolution and central 
role of restrictive immigration policies in the design of the nation-state in the latter half of the 
19th century and the first half of the 20th, and especially the complex, contested, social 
construction of novel categories of legally-excludable subjects living stigmatized, persecuted 
lives within the confines of the “nation of immigrants” – the so-called illegal aliens, which more 
aptly can be described as illegalized immigrants. We demonstrate how immigration policy, the 
nature, content, and boundaries of citizenship and foreignness, far from fixed, clear, or 
consistent, has always been fluid, the recurrent outcome of shifting power dynamics embedded 
in a contradictory, unfinished nation-building project located in changing global contexts.  
 
Next, using the large Gold, Stephanie J. Nawyn anthology of immigration studies, we examine 
all aspects of the immigration phenomenon through 38 scholarly articles, covering topics such as 
the histories and theories of international migrations, refugees and forced migrants, migrants in 
the economy, the intersecting inequalities of race, gender, sexuality, and migration, community 
identities, families and migration, migrants and the State, transnationalism, diasporas, 
remittances, and return migration. 
  
OBJECTIVES 

• To acquaint students with the major sociological theories of international migration. 
• To make students understand the inherent connection between international migration 

and the dynamics modern capitalism, the nation-building project, and the reproduction of 
social inequality and cultural identity. 

• To acquaint student with the main aspects, conditions, trends, and impacts of 
contemporary immigration, including legal, political, economic, social, cultural, global, 
and environmental ones. 

 
TEXT BOOKS 

• Mae, M. Nagai, 2005. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern 
America. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 9780691124292. 

• Steven J. Gold, Stephanie J. Nawyn, eds., 2014. Routledge International Handbook of 
Migration Studies. Taylor & Francis. ISBN: 9781138787735 

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
Grades will be based on (a) forty-six reading assessments of assigned texts, (b) one research 
paper, (c) three class presentations, and (d) extra points for perfect attendance & active 
participation in the class sessions (e) extra credit for three campus/other activities. The weight of 
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each of these activities, in the aggregate and per activity, are as follows: 
 

Activity Total aggregate weight (%) Weight per activity (%) 
(a) forty-six reading 

assessments of assigned texts 
60 1.30 

(b) one research paper 20 20 
(c) three class presentations 20 6.67 

Subtotal (without extra points) 100 - 
(d) attendance & participation 

in class sessions 
+5 extra for perfect attendance 
(absences will be penalized) 

+0.25 for perfect attendance 
(absences will be penalized) 

(e) extra credit for three 
campus/other activities 

+ 3 extra for up to three 
activities 

+ 1 

 
The final letter grade will be determined as follows: 94-100+=A, 90-93=A-, 87-89=B+, 84-

86=B, 80-83=B-, 77-79=C+, 74-76=C, 70-73=C-, 65-69=D, below 65=F. 
 

Notes on Readings Assessments, the Research Paper, and the Classroom Presentations: 
 

Reading Assessments: Students will be required to compose & submit 50 written reading 
assessments on (a) the seven Chapters & four “Parts” in the Ngai book, and (b) the first thirty-
eight articles in the Gold & Nawyn anthology. These readings are assigned, and their respective 
assessments are required to be submitted in Blackboard, on a class-by-class basis, according to 
the schedule of reading assignments below. The deadline for each reading assessment is the 
midnight of the day each reading is assigned (actually 12:30 am of the following day). 
 
IMPORTANT: Compose and bring to each class your draft reading assessments (one to three) to 
share your observations with the other students during the class discussions; then, with the 
benefit of those discussions and the student presentations, modify, complete, and submit them to 
Blackboard before the midnight deadline. [Note: Any reading assessment submitted past its 
midnight deadline will be penalized substantially.] 
 
When you upload your reading assessments to Blackboard, you can submit them one of two 
ways: (a) by clicking the Write Submission button and using the text submission box generated, 
or (b) by attaching a Word file (no other format accepted).  
  
The minimum length of a single reading assessment is a full page in Word, or its equivalent, 
double spaced, font 12, 1-inch margins, but please do not go over 2 pages. Of course, the fuller, 
more in-depth, and thoughtful the assessment, the higher the grade (0-100). 
  
Content: These reading assessments must not summarize, or just describe or repeat what’s in the 
readings, but must critically respond & evaluate them: select the topics or issues you find most 
interesting or important to discuss, demonstrate analytic judgment in the choices you make 
(focusing on the first page(s) is always a giveaway for lack of effort); express what you 
think about the topics you selected, and do so critically: where you have strong agreement and 
disagreement with the author; identify what insights you’ve gained, and what surprised you. 
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Reading Assessment Grading: How well you use your critical thinking skills will be the basis for 
grading your assessments. Accuracy, clarity, and length will also count. 
 
Research Paper: Students will write a research paper on a topic related to the sociology of 
immigration, which may be historic or contemporary, theoretical or empirical, national, 
transnational, comparative-international, regional, or global. The topic, which require previous 
approval by Dr. Santos, may be political, socio-economic, cultural, educational, environmental, 
legal, related to race, ethnicity, gender, occupation, sexuality, family, children, refugees, long-
distance commuters, guest workers, detention & deportation, integration and assimilation, 
naturalization, etc. The paper will be submitted as an attached Word file to Blackboard by noon, 
Tuesday June 7. The paper will have a title page, be 6 to 8 pages of text (double-spaced, 1-inch 
margins, font 12), plus any appendix for charts and tables, and a bibliography. Papers will be 
graded for (a) organization, clarity, & length; (b) accuracy, depth, & quality of the analysis & 
empirical data; (c) quality & relevance of cited quotes; and (d) quality of the bibliography.  
 
Classroom Presentations: On a rotational basis for most of the classes, groups of three students 
will introduce the readings assigned for the day with three individual, independently-made 
PowerPoint presentations: on some days, the presenting students will divide up the content of a 
single reading; on other days each student will present a separate assigned reading. The groups 
will be formed and labelled, and the three days they present assigned, on the first day of classes. 
 
Each presentation must summarize the text assigned, and if possible supplement it with extra 
material, and finished by posing a relevant, reading topic-centered, question for discussion. 
When it's a group's turn to present, the students should show up early to upload & test the 
presentations in the classroom computer. As a backup and for grading, the presentations should 
always be tested and uploaded to the class Blackboard site before class time. 
 
Each individual student presentation will be evaluated based on: (a) the accuracy and (b) 
analytical strength of the content summary; (c) the relevance and value of any added material; 
(d) the relevance and value of the question posed at the end; (d) the student’s personal oral 
communication skills and delivery style, and (e) the clarity & visual appeal of the slides. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated during this course.  It is the responsibility 
of each student to learn what academic dishonesty includes.  The Office of Student Conduct can 
provide useful information on this topic. The student risks the gravest possible penalty if he or 
she cheats or plagiarizes from the work of other students or authors. 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
Any student with a disability or having special needs should notify both the instructor.  The 
instructor welcomes any student who wishes to discuss personal issues, his/her needs, academic 
progress, goals, or problems, and will try to accommodate the student as much as possible. 
 
COMMUNICATION WITH DR. SANTOS: Dr. Santos’s office hours are posted above – if 
you cannot be present, you may call him at that time. Students may contact him for short 
inquiries at his email address above – expect a short answer; please sign off with your full name. 
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SCHEDULE OF READING ASSIGNMENTS AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS 

 

 
WEEK TUESDAY THURSDAY 

Week 0 March 28-April 3 Class Introduction & Organization of Groups HOLIDAY: Cesar Chavez Day 
Week I April 4-10 Ngai Book                   Group 1 

Introduction, Part I, & Chapter One 
Ngai Book                   Group 2 

Chapter Two 
Week II April 11-17 Ngai Book                   Group 3 

Part II & Chapter Three 
Ngai Book                   Group 4 

Chapter Four 
Week III April 18-24 Ngai Book                   Group 5 

Part III, Chapter Five 
Ngai Book                   Group 6 

Chapter Six 
Week IV April 25-May 1 Ngai Book                   Group 1 

Part IV & Chapter Seven 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 2 

Articles 1, 2, 3 
Week V May 2-8 Gold & Nawyn           Group 3 

Articles 4, 5, 6, 7 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 4 

Articles 8, 9, 10 
Week VI May 9-15 Gold & Nawyn           Group 5 

Articles 11, 12, 13 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 6 

Articles 14, 15, 16 
Week VII May 16-22 Gold & Nawyn           Group 1 

Articles 17, 18, 19 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 2 

Articles 20, 21, 22 
Week VIII May 23-29 Gold & Nawyn           Group 3 

Articles 23, 24, 25 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 4 

Articles 26, 27, 28 
Week IX May 30-June 5 Gold & Nawyn           Group 5 

Articles 29, 30, 31 
Gold & Nawyn           Group 6 

Articles 32, 33, 34 
 

Tuesday, June 6, by noon: Research papers are due in Blackboard (Word format) 
 

 
My Group #: ____  
 
My Three Class Presentations: 1._______________ on this date: _________ 
 
                                                  2._______________ on this date: _________ 
 
                                                  3._______________ on this date: _________ 
 
My Research Paper Title: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
My two group Partners: 1._______________________________________________________ 
 
                                       2._______________________________________________________ 

Please note: The California Faculty Association is in the midst of a difficult contract dispute 
with CSU management. It is possible that the faculty union will call a strike or other work 

stoppage this term. I will inform the class as soon as possible of any disruption to the posted 
schedule. 


