
 SOC 4988                  Senior Seminar in Sociology               Fall 2018 
 

Class Room: DDH 100F   Class Time: 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm, Tu/Th 
Instructor: Dr. Gonzalo Santos; Email: gsantos@csub.edu; Phone: (661) 654-2191 

Dr. Santos’s Office: DDH-AA205; Office Hrs: MTWR 2:30 pm-3:30 pm 
T.A.: Araceli Esparza; Email: aesparza4@csub.edu; Office Hrs: by appointment 

 
TEXT BOOKS 
 
·        Mae M. Ngai, 2014. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern 
America. Princeton University Press. ISBN-13: 9780691160825. 
  
·        Harriett D. Romo, Olivia Mogollon-Lopez, 2016. Mexican Migration to the United States: 
Perspectives from Both Sides of the Border. University of Texas Press. ISBN-13: 9781477309025. 
  
·        Elizabeth Mavroudi, Caroline Nagel, 2016. Global Migration: Patterns, Processes, and Policies. 
Taylor & Francis. SBN-13: 9780415683876 
  
·        Chris Zepeda-Millan, 2017. Latino Mass Mobilization: Immigration, Racialization, and Activism. 
Cambridge University Press. ISBN-13: 9781107434127. 
  
.         Other supplementary course materials will be placed in the course’s BlackBoard site: 
           https://bb.csub.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this course, we will explore the historical & contemporary dynamics of immigration, mostly as they 
relate to the United States, but also worldwide. We do this by following the four textbooks assigned.  
 
We will first focus, using the Nagai historical book, on the evolution and increasingly central role of 
restrictive immigration policies in the design of the U.S. nation-state, from the latter half of the 19th 
century through the first half of the 20th; we trace the contested social construction of categories of 
legally-excludable subjects, the invention of the so-called illegal aliens as the residential “others”- 
today’s undocumented immigrants. We demonstrate how, far from remaining a fixed, clear, or consistent 
aspect of U.S. law, the making of immigration policy - defining the boundaries between citizenship and 
foreignness - has always been the contested domain and shifting outcome of power dynamics embedded 
in a deeply contradictory, unfinished nation-building project, which, to complicate things further, has 
occurred in changing global contexts from one era to the next. 
 
Next, using the Romo & Mogollon-Lopez book, we take an in-depth look at all aspects of contemporary 
Mexican migration to the United States, using an anthology of articles by scholars from both the U.S. and 
Mexico. We emphasize the interconnectedness of the social, political, demographic, economic and 
cultural aspects in this increasingly integrated region of North America. 
 
We then explore, using the multidisciplinary approach in the Mavroudi & Nagel book, the historical 
global patterns and contemporary trends of migration, focusing on labor migration, migration and 
development, refugees, state regulation, citizenship and integration, and migrant lives and identities. 
 
We conclude the course by returning to the United States, using the Zepeda-Millán book to analyze the 
historic rise and impact of the Modern Immigration Rights Movement, led and mobilized mostly by 
Latinos, but involving immigrants and their allies from every region of the world. 
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OBJECTIVES 
 

• To acquaint students with the major sociological theories of international migration. 
• To make students understand the inherent connection between international migration and the 

dynamics of modern capitalism, the nation-building project, and the reproduction of social 
inequality and cultural identity. 

• To acquaint student with the history, trends, and various impacts of contemporary human 
migration, including legal, political, economic, social, cultural, global, and environmental ones. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
Grades will be based on (a) 39 reading assessments of assigned texts, (b) one research paper, (c) three 
class presentations, (d) extra points for perfect attendance & robust participation, and (e) extra credit for 
up to two campus/other activities. The weight of each of these activities, in the aggregate and per activity, 
are as follows: 
 

Activity Total aggregate weight (%) Weight per activity (%) 
(a) 39 reading assessments of 

assigned texts 
40 1 

(b) one research paper 30 30 
(c) three class presentations 30 10 

Subtotal (without extra points) 100 - 
(d) attendance & participation +4 extra for perfect attendance 

(absences will be penalized) 
+4 if criteria is met 

(absences will be penalized) 
(e) extra credit for up to two 

campus/other activities 
+ 2 extra for up to three activities + 1 

 
The final letter grade will be determined as follows: 94-100+=A, 90-93=A-, 87-89=B+, 84-86=B, 80-
83=B-, 77-79=C+, 74-76=C, 70-73=C-, 65-69=D, below 65=F. 
 
Reading Assessments (RAs): Students will be required to compose & submit in class a total 39 written 
reading assessments on the chapters of the 4 textbooks, as assigned in the schedule below. All RAs are 
due in class on the day the reading is assigned. Please note: When a student presents, no RAs for his or 
her own group’s assigned readings are required. No late RAs will be accepted; please do not email them. 
  
The length of a single RA is one-to-two full pages, double spaced, font 12, 1-inch margins. Of course, the 
fuller, more in-depth, and thoughtful the assessment, the higher the grade will be –so do two good pages! 
  
RA Content: These reading assessments must not summarize, or merely describe or repeat what’s in the 
readings, but must critically respond & evaluate them: so select the topics or issues you find most 
interesting or important to discuss, demonstrate analytic judgment in the choices you make (focusing on 
the first page(s) is always a giveaway for lack of effort); then express what you think about the topics you 
selected, and do so critically: make points that show your strong agreement or disagreement with the 
author; identify what insights you’ve gained, and what surprised you. Show me you thought about it! 
 
Reading Assessment Grading Rubric: How well you use your critical thinking skills in evaluating the 
reading will be the basis for grading your assessments. Accuracy & soundness of assessment, clarity of 
language, and length will also count. The RAs grades will be on a scale of 0 to 100. 
 
Research Paper: Students will write one research paper on a topic related to the sociology of 
immigration, which may be historic or contemporary, theoretical or empirical, national, transnational, 
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comparative, regional, or global. The chosen topic, which require previous approval by Dr. Santos, may 
be political, socio-economic, sociocultural, educational, environmental, legal, migration as related to race, 
ethnicity, gender, occupation, sexuality, family, children, refugees, long-distance commuters, guest 
workers, detention & deportation, integration and assimilation, naturalization, etc.  
 
The research paper will be submitted printed in class on the last day of class, Thursday December 6, as 
well as an attached Word file to Blackboard. The paper will have a title page, plus be 8 to 12 pages of text 
(double-spaced, 1-inch margins, font 12), plus any appendix for charts and tables, and a bibliography. 
Papers will be graded for (a) organization, clarity, & length; (b) accuracy, depth, & quality of the 
analysis & empirical data; (c) quality & relevance of cited quotes; and (d) quality of the bibliography.  
 
Classroom Presentations: On a rotational basis, nine groups of two students each will present the 
readings assigned for the day; each student will present his or her own separate PowerPoint presentation 
for 6 to 10 minutes. Students will coordinate to pre-divide up the readings. These groups will be formed 
and labelled by number, which will identify on which three days of the semester they will be presenting. 
 
Each student presentation must summarize the text assigned, and if possible supplement it with extra 
material; end it by posing a relevant, reading topic-centered question for discussion. When it's a group's 
turn to present, the students should show up early to upload & test the presentations in the classroom 
computer. Bring a USB thumb drive and also email it to yourself. As a backup, and for grading purposes, 
the presentations should also be uploaded to the class Blackboard site, before or after the presentations. 
We repeat: When a student group presents, its members need not submit the RAs assigned for that day. 
 
Each individual student presentation will be evaluated based on: (a) the accuracy and (b) analytical 
strength of the content summary; (c) the relevance and value of any added material; (d) the relevance 
and value of the question posed at the end; (d) the student’s personal oral communication skills and 
delivery style, and (e) the clarity & visual appeal of the slides. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated during this course.  It is the responsibility of each 
student to learn what academic dishonesty includes.  The Office of Student Conduct can provide useful 
information on this topic. Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Policy on cheating 
and Plagiarism. Please review this at http://www.csub.edu/osrr/Academic%20Integrity%20/ pages 78-79). 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
If you have any permanent or temporary disability that could affect your ability to participate fully in this 
course please inform me of your situation at the start of the semester. Adaptation of methods, materials or 
testing may be made as required to provide for equitable participation (see Policy for the Provision of 
Accommodations and Support Services to Students with Disabilities http://www.csub.edu/ssd/ . For 
additional information, please contact Students Services with Disabilities at (661) 654-3360. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS with Dr. Santos: Dr. Santos’s office hours are posted above. Students may also 
contact him for brief inquiries at his email address above – expect a short answer; please sign off with 
your full name and always identify in which class you are enrolled. 
 
OTHER POLICIES: 
Attendance Policy: Attendance to all classes is mandatory. No tardiness or early leaving allowed, except 
with Dr. Santos’s prior permission. Absences & tardiness will be penalized with 1 point off per instance. 
 
Reading and Preparation:  Please come to class prepared. That’s what the Reading Assessments are meant 
to facilitate and demonstrate. Turn them in at the beginning of every class. 
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Respect:  Sociological inquiry involves examining sensitive and controversial issues. This will be 
especially the case for this class. Many of us have strong personal feelings about and/or experiences with 
the issues covered and there is much conflict in society over these issues. Consequently, we can expect to 
find differing opinions and perspectives expressed in our classroom discussions. Students are expected to 
treat all other students (and their opinions) with respect. No personal attacks in the discussions will be 
tolerated. I also ask that you also respect the classroom environment.  Turn off or silence all electronic 
devices before class begins, pay attention - meaning, do not come to class to nap or to read for another 
class -, and avoid chatting or interrupting when another person is addressing the class or I’m lecturing. 
Disrupting the class will not be tolerated.  Persistent disrupters will be asked to leave the class and will 
lose their participation and attendance points for the day.   
 

SCHEDULE OF READING ASSIGNMENTS AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS 
 

WEEK TUESDAY THURSDAY 
Week 1  

Aug 28, 30 
Aug. 28 

Introduction to the course – please be on 
time! 

Aug. 30 Dr. Santos Lecture:  
The Incorporation of Latinos into the 

U.S.A. 
Week 2  
Sept 4, 6 

Sept. 4      Group 1 
Nagai: Introduction & Chapter 1 

Sept. 6      Group 2 
Nagai: Chapter 2 

Week 3 
Sept 11, 13 

Sept. 11     Group 3 
Nagai: Chapter 3 

Sept. 13     Group 4 
Nagai: Chapter 4 

Week 4 
Sept 18, 20 

Sept. 20     Group 5 
Nagai: Chapter 5 

Sept. 22     Group 6 
Nagai: Chapter 6 

Week 5 
Sept 25, 27 

Sept. 25     Group 7 
Nagai: Chapter 7 & Epilogue 

Sept. 27     Group 8 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Intro. & Chap. 1 

Week 6 
Oct 2, 4 

Oct. 2      Group 9 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapter 2 

Oct. 4      Group 1 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapter 3 

Week 7 
Oct 9, 11 

Oct. 9     Group 2 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapters 4 & 5 

Oct. 11     Group 3 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapters 6 & 7 

Week 8 
Oct 16, 18 

Oct 16     Group 4 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapter 8 

Oct 18    Group 5 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapters 9 & 10 

Week 9 
Oct 23, 25 

Oct 23    Group 6  [1st Research Paper due] 
Romo & Mogollon-Lopez Chapter 11, 

Epilogue & Conclusion 

Oct 25     Group 7 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 1 

Week 10 
Oct 30,Nov 1 

Oct 30     Group 8 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 2 

Nov 1     Group 9 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 3 

Week 11 
Nov 6, 8 

Nov 6     Group 1 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 4 

Nov 8     Group 2 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 5 

Week 12 
Nov 13, 15 

Nov 13     Group 3 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 6 

Nov 15   Group 4 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 7 

Week 13 
Nov 20, 22 

Nov 20     Group 5 
Mavroudi & Nagel: Chapter 8 

Nov 22      
NO CLASS [Thanksgiving] 

Week 14 
Nov 27, 29 

Nov 27     Group 6 
Zepeda-Millán: Introduction & Chapter 1 

Nov 29     Group 7 
Zepeda-Millán: Chapters 2 & 3 

Week 15 
Dec 4, 6 

Dec 4     Group 8 
Zepeda-Millán: Chapters 4 & 5 

Dec 6   Group 9  [2nd Research Paper due] 
Zepeda-Millán: Chapter 6 & Conclusion 

 
 
My Group #: ____  
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My Class Presentations:    1. _____________________________________   Date: _________ 
 
                                           2. _____________________________________   Date: _________ 
 
                                           3. _____________________________________   Date: _________ 
 
 
My other Group Partner:  __________________________________________________________ 
   (name, email, phone) 
 
 
My Research Paper Title: __________________________________________________________ 


