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                                        SOC 4028: Globalization and Social Changes                      Fall 2016 
 

Class Sessions: 10:00 am – 11:15 am, Tue./Th.; Room: DDH-107G 
 
Instructor:  Gonzalo Santos 
  Office:  DDH-AA 205 
  Office Hours:  11:30 am - 1:00 pm, Tue./Th. 
  Office Phone Number: 661 654-2191 
  Email: gsantos@csub.edu 

Teaching Assistant: TBA 
  Office:  DDH-BB 200 
  Office Hours:  TBA 
  Office Phone Number: TBA 
  Email: TBA 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course explores the theory, origins, dynamics, and trends of global integration in the 
contemporary social world; how it affects, and in turn is affected by, the world's economic, political, 
scientific/technological, cultural and social structures and changes.   
 
Using the J. Timmons Roberts et al. anthology of articles, we'll analyze some of the key theoretical, 
historical and contemporary perspectives on the origins, nature, dynamics, and trends of modern 
globalization, from some of the most renowned experts in the field. Topics include the nature and 
structure of the capitalist world-economy, the world's geoculture, global governance and the nation-
state system, scientific & technological innovations, the recent global financial crisis, international 
business and governmental organizations, the role of the global media, environmentalism and the 
globalization of social problems, global civil society, NGOs, social movements and alternative 
visions of global integration for the XXI century.  
 
We then examine one of the theories of development, social change, and globalization in depth, that 
of Philip McMichael, comparing the structural dynamics of three historical periods framed by a 
hegemonic project: the imperial project of the XIX Century up to World War II, the development 
project, from 1945 to 1980, and the globalization project of the Washington Consensus, from 1980 
to now.  
 
We use the web readings posted in Blackboard to analyze some of the momentous world events and 
global social movements that have impacted the world’s geopolitical and economic order, as the 
globalization project has unraveled into increasing chaos and ungobernability, from the mid 1990s 
to today. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
 

• J. Timmons Roberts et al., 2014. The Globalization and Development Reader: Perspectives 
on Development and Global Change, 2nd Ed., New York: Wiley. ISBN: 9781118735107. 

 
• Philip McMichael, 2016. Development and Social Change, 6th Ed. Los Angeles: Sage. 

ISBN: 9781452275901 
 

• Web readings posted in Blackboard & Dr. Santos’s web site: http://www.csub.edu/~gsantos/ 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  
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In this course, we will meet the following theme, general education, and course goals & objectives: 
THEME R: Revolutionary Ideas and Innovations: 
 
Goal TR-1: Students will be able to identify and critically evaluate major consequences and implications of a 
revolutionary idea or innovation. Revolutionary ideas may be economic, social, ethical, cultural, political, and/or 
scientific, among others.  

Outcome TR-1A: Students will identify the major consequences and implications of a revolutionary idea or 
innovation. 

Outcome TR-1B: Students will critically evaluate the major consequences and implications of a revolutionary idea 
or innovation. 

 
A2-Writing Reinforcement  
      Goal WR-1: Students will demonstrate proficiency in written communication.  

Outcome WR-1A: Students will create proficient thesis statements. 
Outcome WR-1B: Students will use discourse-appropriate syntax. 
Outcome WR-1C: Students will use logical reasoning, at the appropriate level, to develop and organize ideas in 

a text. 
Outcome WR-1D: Students will correctly use summary, paraphrase, and direct quotes to synthesize sources 

into a paper.  
 

A3-Critical Thinking Reinforcement  
      Goal CTR-1: Students will demonstrate critical reasoning and problem solving.  

Outcome CTR-1. Students will demonstrate critical reasoning and problem solving by building on the 
following skills: argument analysis, argument evaluation, and/or argument construction.  
 

Course Objectives: 
1.  Demonstrate	understanding	of	various	theories	of	globalization	and	historical	social	change	in	the	modern	

world	(GE Theme S, TS-1A & TS-1B) 
2.  Identify & evalulate some of the major political, economic, scientific/technological, and cultural ideas and 

innovations that have led to global integration & disintegration, global development & polarization (GE Theme S, 
TS-1A & TS-1B) 

3.  Identify past and current distinct cycles, stages of development, and secular trends of the modern world-system, and 
evaluate the various crises and opportunities it has experienced in the past three decades (GE Theme R, TS-1A & 
TS-1B) 

4. Conceptualize and assess the chances of various possible world-system futures in the mid- and long-term (GE Theme 
R, TS-1A & TS-1B) 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE & REQUIREMENTS 
 
Class Format: The format for each class will consist of lectures by Dr. Santos, student 
presentations, and class discussions, complemented with occasional videos. Students will form 14 
groups of up-to-three students each, and, after the first week of class, will take turns introducing and 
analyzing the assigned readings for each session, followed by Dr. Santos’s lecture and class 
discussion. Every student group will present twice to the class during the semester, so each student 
will be asked to prepare and deliver, in coordination with his/her group, two PowerPoint class 
presentations during the semester. 
 
Attendance & Preparedness: Attendance is mandatory (absences, tardiness and early departures 
will be penalized). All students must come prepared to discuss the assigned readings for each class 
session - a requirement that will be monitored and enforced by having every student bring to every 
class he/she will not be presenting, a reading assessment for each of the readings assigned.  The 
reading assessments must be turned in to Dr. Santos at the beginning of each class session. (No late 
submissions will be accepted.) 
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Research Projects: Apart from the two group class presentations and the submitted reading 
assessments, the students will collaborate within their groups on two research topic projects, 
consisting of individual research papers around a common group topic related to the theories, 
history, and current aspects of globalization in the modern world-system. More below. 
 
Class Presentations: At the beginning of the course, the students will be organized in 14 groups of 
three students each. Each group will be designated by a number. On the two dates identified for 
each group in the schedule below, groups will make their three individual PowerPoint presentations 
on those dates’ assigned readings – each groups will present twice in the quarter. Dr. Santos’s 
lecture and class discussion will follow the presentations. Please bring your presentation in an USB 
drive and upload it to the class computer. Upload your presentations in the course's Blackboard 
account immediately afterward each class, for evaluation and grading. Time allotted per individual 
presentation will be 5-to-10 minutes. Each presenting student will introduce, describe, highlight, 
and summarize his/her own portion of the assigned reading, and on the last slide raise one pertinent, 
interesting question for subsequent discussion. Each student should endeavor to insert selected 
quotes from the reading, as well as add pertinent charts, figures, maps, images or even short videos 
pertinent to their topic.  
 
TIPS: Please avoid cluttered slides packed with tiny-font text – instead, make more slides! – or use 
busy backgrounds that render the text unreadable (choose clean formats). Images are welcome, as 
long as they are relevant, informative. If you put up a picture or graph, be prepared to explain it! 
 
As a precaution, besides bringing your presentation in a USB drive, also email it to your email 
account. IMPORTANT: When it's your turn to present, please show up EARLY to set up & test 
your individual presentation. It is each group's responsibility to coordinate their presentations so 
that there will be a good division of the readings and a minimum overlap between presentations. 
 
Each presentation will be graded based on: (a) the overall analytical strength of the presentation 
(how well it was organized, how well were the topics selected and covered), (b) critical thinking 
displayed, including the quality and relevance of all visuals and materials added; (c) the relevance 
and quality of the question posed at the end, and (d) the clarity & style of the oral delivery 
(communication skills). 
 
Reading Assessments: To ensure that everybody come to every class prepared to discuss the 
assigned readings, students who are not presenting must bring to class one written "reading 
assessment" per separate reading assigned. Each reading assessment should be one-to-two pages in 
length, double-spaced, one-inch margins, font 12 text. Dr. Santos may randomly select a few 
students to read their assessments and/or questions in the discussion period. No late reading 
assessments will be accepted, unless the student has a pre-authorized absence from Dr. Santos. 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR READING ASSESSMENTS BY EMAIL, as they will not be 
accepted. The T.A. will be grading & returning your assessments on a weekly basis. 
 
How to write your reading assessments: Please always write on the top left margin, single spaced, 
your name, the date, and the title of the reading you are assessing. Follow with the text double 
spaced. In contrast to the class presentations, these reading assessments must not summarize or 
describe the readings, but rather, critically respond to them: express what the you think about them; 
identify the areas of strong agreement and disagreement with the author, explaining why you do, as 
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well as the facts or arguments that impressed you the most, caused you amazement, confusion, or 
surprise. Whatever you choose to write on, you should explain your reasons for doing so. The 
reading assessment cannot and should not cover every issue found in the assigned readings for the 
day; you must be selective and demonstrate judgment in the choices of topics you make to analyze 
(by the way, early topics are always suspect!). A very bad assessment will reveal the student read 
very little or very superficially just to do the assignment (it's called "just going through the 
motion"). A good assessment will demonstrate the student really read the material and did a serious 
effort to select and critically grapple with some of the key issues raised. At the end of each reading 
assessment, students should always write their own question for class discussion. You may be 
called upon to share it. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Students presenting on a given day do not need to submit ANY reading 
assessments FOR THAT DAY. 
 
Research Projects (continued):  Students in each group will also be asked twice during the 
semester to choose a pertinent sociological topic related to the theories of the origin and nature of 
the modern global world-system, its historical evolution, contemporary characteristics, and future 
trends. Twice in the semester, each group will design, organize, and carry out a written group 
research project on a topic, yielding three individual research papers on chosen sub-topics. Topics 
can range widely in historic period, areas of global integration, the role and impact of science & 
technological innovations, or social revolutionary ideas; the impact of human development on the 
global environment; the focus may be economic, social, political, or sociocultural; it could focus on 
the nature of work, or on human mobility and migration; it can study the kinds of global social 
movements, the nature of modern warfare, the impact of globalization on family, education, 
religion, government, language, media, sports, health, youth, aging, identity, civil liberties, etc.. The 
students must obtain approval from Dr. Santos (or the T.A) for their overall group topic and for 
each of their individual subtopics, at least three weeks prior to the project deadlines. Group 
delegates may visit Dr. Santos during his office hours posted above, or set up an appointment with 
the T.A. for this purpose.  
 
Though each research volume should reflect a group effort, each student will individually write his 
or her own contributing paper; each paper should be between 6 and 8 pages in length (apart from 
the bibliography), double-spaced, font 12, with one-inch margins. Papers will be submitted 
individually in Word format in Blackboard. Each paper should have a well-focused research 
subtopic, a summary review of the relevant literature, key findings, analysis and data, and a 
summary and conclusion. Papers will be graded for paper clarity and organization; the quality, 
relevance, & accuracy of historical & theoretical analysis (and quotes), quality & relevance of 
assembled empirical data; critical thinking displayed; quality of bibliographical sources. 
 
Research Papers Deadlines: The 1st research papers are due in Blackboard, in Word format, on 
Sunday, Oct. 16, before midnight. The 2nd research papers are due by noon, Thursday, December 8. 
 
Extra Points: Perfect attendance (allowing for up to two excused absences) will be rewarded with 
five extra points. A second way to get extra credit is to attend those campus or public events Dr. 
Santos announces in class and write a one-to-two-page follow-up assessment report on each of 
them. A third way to earn extra credit is this: there are two general studies courses that students are 
strongly encouraged to take if they wish to develop their research skills, and if they do (either or 
both) they will receive extra credit:  
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______________________________________________________________ 
GST 126 - Researching the Electronic Library (2 units) 
Introduces students to effective research techniques using Library electronic resources. Emphasis will be 
placed upon skills necessary for the identification, retrieval, and evaluation of information for general and 
specific topics. Students will acquire the competencies necessary to develop an effective search strategy 
and find research materials, including references to journal articles, full text articles in electronic format, 
government publications, books, and Internet resources. 
 
GST 153 - Research on the Internet (2 units) 
Introduces students to the information resources available on the Internet for research purposes Students 
will develop general knowledge of the Internet, navigation skills, effective search strategy skills, 
familiarity with Internet finding tools, evaluation methodologies and other Internet research skills. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Academic integrity: Course grading will be equal to the standards set by the University. The student is 
expected to do his/her own work and respect the intellectual work of others. For more details on academic 
polices visit http://www.csub.edu/osrr/Academic%20Integrity%20/  

Plagiarism and Cheating: Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Policy on cheating and 
Plagiarism. Please review this at: http://www.csub.edu/osrr/Academic%20Integrity%20/ . Instances of 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another 
as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade 
and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student 
unless otherwise specified. 

For information on student complaint procedures, confidentiality, discrimination, and harassment see 
CSU/CSUB General Information: Policies and Regulations at: http://www.csub.edu/catalog/2013-
2015_regularlyUpdated/index.html 

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act: If you have any permanent or 
temporary disability that could affect your ability to participate fully in this course please inform me of your 
situation at the start of the semester. Adaptation of methods, materials or testing may be made as required to 
provide for equitable participation (see Policy for the Provision of Accommodations and Support Services to 
Students with Disabilities http://www.csub.edu/ssd/ . For additional information, please contact Students 
Services with Disabilities at (661) 654-3360. 

Accessing Blackboard: For instructions on how to access Blackboard, visit the following website: 
https://bb.csub.edu/webapps/login/ . Your Bb Username is the same as your myCSUB Net ID and must be 
entered using all lowercase letters. The default password is the last five (5) digits of your CSUB ID number. 
You can obtain your MyCSUB Net ID by going to my.csub.edu and clicking the link titled Find my Net ID 
by using my CSUB ID number. If you cannot log in, use the Password Reset Form to have the password 
reset to the default. If you can log into Bb but are missing courses that you should have access to you will 
need to contact the instructor(s) and have them add you to the course(s). You may be able to add yourself to 
a course if your instructor has enabled this feature. As always, if you need assistance please call E-Learning 
Services at 661-654-2315. Their hours of operation are Monday-Friday 8am-5pm. 

Grading: The assignment of grades will be based on the standards set forth by the California State 
University Bakersfield. Academic dishonesty is not tolerated and will be dealt in accordance with 
CSUB policies. The following list provides a brief summary of the course requirements and the 
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percentage of course credit, expressed numerically out of a possible 100 total points.  Below this 
summary is a chart indicating the number of points corresponding to particular letter grades in 
accordance with CSUB policy:   
 
Course credit distribution: 
1) Each class presentation = 10 points X 2 = 20% of final grade 
2) Each research paper = 20 points X 2 = 40% of final grade 
3) Reading assessments in the aggregate = 40% of final grade 
4) Whatever extra points will be added: 5 points for perfect attendance, plus up to 5 extra points for 

assigned campus activities, GS research classes, etc. 
5) Whatever absences/tardiness/early departures will be subtracted - one point per instance. 
 
Final grades will be assigned according to the total points accumulated, on a scale of 0 to 100: 
 

94-100 = A   87-89 = B+   77-79 = C+   65-69 = D 
90-93 = A-     84-86 = B        74-76 = C  < 65 = F 

  80-83 = B-    70-73 = C- 
 
OTHER POLICIES: 
 
Respect:  Sociological inquiry often involves examining sensitive and controversial issues. This will be the 
case for this class. Many of us have strong personal feelings about and/or experiences with covered issues 
and as we will find during this course, there is often conflict in society over these issues. Consequently, we 
can expect to find differing perspectives among individuals in our classroom discussions. ALL students are 
expected to treat other students (and their opinions) with respect. No personal attacks in the discussions will 
be tolerated. I ask that you also respect the classroom environment.  Turn off or silence all electronic devices 
before class begins, pay attention (meaning, do not come to class to nap or to read for another class), and 
avoid chatting or interrupting when another person is addressing the class. Disrupting the class will not be 
tolerated.  Persistent disrupters will be asked to leave the class and will lose their participation and 
attendance points for the day.   
 
Reading and Preparation:  Please come to class prepared. Assigned readings should be completed before 
the class for which they are listed in the course calendar. 
 
Attendance Policy: Attendance to all classes is mandatory. No tardiness or early leaving allowed, except 
with my prior permission. Absences will be penalized with one point off per instance. 
 
Due Dates and Makeup Policy:  Please complete all assignments on time.  The due dates for the written 
assignments are listed in the course schedule.  The dates for all of the quizzes and final exams are also listed.  
Your weekly assignments are due each week on Sunday by 11:59pm.  As a general rule, I do not allow for 
make-up exams, nor do I accept late assignments.  I will only consider doing so in cases involving extreme 
circumstances (medical emergencies, court dates, etc.) and I always require some sort of official 
documentation as evidence.   
 
Disability Accommodations: To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the 
Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) as soon as possible. Their office is located in SA 140, 
and they may be reached online at http://www.csub.edu/ssd/ or by telephone at 661-654-3360 (voice) or 661-
654-6288 (TDD). If you have an accommodations letter from the SSD Office documenting that you have a 
disability, please present the letter to me during my office hours as soon as possible so we can discuss the 
specific accommodations that you might need in this class.   
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Email Communication with Dr. Santos & T.A.: Office hours and email addresses for Dr. Santos & the 
T.A. are posted above. The T.A. will be in charge of grading the reading assessments. Email communication 
has to be brief and to the point. Always sign off with your full name. Expect a brief reply. If you send an 
email message to the T.A. requesting to talk to her, include a phone number so she may call you back. 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 

Week Tuesday Thursday 

1 Aug. 23    Dr. Santos 
Introduction to the Course 

Aug. 25   Dr. Santos 
Presentation on the present state of the 

modern world-system 

2 Aug. 30   Group 1 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 1, 2, 3 

Sept. 1    Group 2 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 4, 5, 6 

3 Sept. 6    Group 3 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 7, 8, 9 

Sept. 8    Group 4 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 10, 11, 12 

4 Sept. 13    Group 5 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 13, 14, 15 

Sept. 15    Group 6  
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 16, 17, 18 

5 Sept. 20    Group 7 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 19, 20, 21 

Sept. 22    Group 8 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 22, 23, 24 

6 Sept. 27    Group 9 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 25, 26, 27 

Sept. 29    Group 10 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 28, 29, 30 

7 Oct. 4    Group 11 
The Globalization & Development Reader 

Articles 31, 32, 33 

Oct. 6    Group 12 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 1 

8 Oct. 11    Group 13 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 2 

Oct. 13    Group 14 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 3 
[1st research papers are due by Sunday 

midnight, Oct. 16, in Word format.] 

9  Oct. 18    Group 1 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 4 

Oct. 20   Group 2 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 5 

10 Oct. 25    Group 3 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 6 

Oct. 27    Group 4 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 7 
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11 Nov. 1    Group 5 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 8 

Nov. 3     Group 6 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 9 

12 Nov. 8    Group 7 
Development and Social Change 

Chapter 10 

Nov. 10     Group 8 
Web Reading: 

Perry Anderson: Imperium (2013) 

13 Nov. 15    Group 9 
Web Reading: 

Mike Davis: Planet of Slums (2004) 
 

RETORT: Afflicted Powers (2004) 

Nov. 17     Group 10 
Web Reading: 

Robert Pastor: Speed Bumps, Potholes, 
and Roadblocks on the North 

American Superhighway (2011) 

14 Nov. 22    Group 11 
Web Reading: 

Alice Bloch & Milena Chimienti: 
Irregular migration in a globalizing world 

(2011) 

Nov. 24     
 

HOLIDAY - THANKSGIVING 

15 Nov. 29    Group 12 
Web Reading: 

Greg Grandin: History’s Sinkhole (2013) 
 
Lauren Carasik: Brutal Borders (2015) 
 
Pew: Report on Mexican Migration (2015) 

Dec. 1     Group 13 
Web Reading: 

Katharine M. Donato & Donna Gabaccia: 
The Global Feminization of Migration 

(2016) 
UNHCR: Global Trends: Forced 

Displacement in 2015 

16 Dec. 6     Group 14 
Web Reading: 

Susan Watkins: Oppositions (2016) 

The 2nd research papers are due by 
noon, Thursday, December 8, in Word. 

 
My GROUP #: _____                     We present on these two dates:  ________ &  ________ 
 
My GROUP Research Topic # 1 is: __________________________________________________ 
    My Own Research Subtopic # 1 is: ________________________________________________ 
 
My GROUP Research Topic # 2 is: __________________________________________________ 
    My Own Research Subtopic # 2 is: ________________________________________________ 
My Other GROUP members are:  
   __Name______________________Phone_____________________Email__________________ 
 
1.______________________________________________________________________________  
 
2.______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________________ 


