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The Lady of the Fountain.

The emperor Arthur was at Caer Llion on Usk. He was sitting
one day in his chamber, and with him Owein son of Urien and
Cynon son of Clydno and Cei son of Cynyr, and Gwenhwyfar
and her handmaidens sewing at a window. And although it was
aid that there was a porter to Arthur’s court, there was none.
Glewlwyd Mighty-grasp was there, however, with the rank of
orter, to receive guests and far-comers, and to begin to do them
onour, and to make known to them the ways and usage of the
ourt : whoever had right to go to the hall or chamber, to make
it known to him; whoever had right to a lodging, to make it
known to him. And in the middle of the chamber floor the
mperor Arthur was seated on a couch of fresh rushes, with a
overlet of yellow-red brocaded silk under him, and a cushion
* and its cover of red brocaded silk under his elbow.
Thereupon Arthur said, “Sirs, if you would not make game of
~me,’ said he, ‘I would sleep while I wait for my meat. And for
¢ your part you can tell tales and get a stoup of mead and chops
.from Cei.” And the emperor slept.
.. And Cynon son of Clydno asked of Cei that which Arthur
had promised them. ‘But I, said Cei, ‘would have the good tale
‘that was promised me.” ‘Why, man,’ said Cynon, ‘it were fairer
for thee to fulfil Arthur’s promise first ; and afterwards, the best
tale we know, we will tell it thee.’

Cei went to the kitchen and the mead-cellar and brought with
him a stoup of mead and a gold goblet, and his fist full of spits
with chops on them. And they took the chops and began
drinking the mead. ‘Now,’ said Cei, ‘it is for you to pay me my
story.” ‘Cynon,’ said Owein, ‘pay Cei his story.” ‘Faith,’ said
Cynon, ‘an older man and a better teller of tales art thou than I.
More hast thou seen of wondrous things. Do thou pay Cei his
tale.” ‘Start thou,” said Owein, ‘with the most wondrous thing
thou knowest.” ‘I will,’ said Cynon. o ..

‘l was the only son of my father and mother, and [ was high-
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% spirited, and great was my presumption, nor did I believe tha 'El?“d another garb upon me, namely, a girdle and trousers of
b there was any one in the world who might get the better of me bliant, and a tunic and surcoat and mantle of yellow brocaded

silk, with a wide orfray on the mantle, and drew under me and
waround me cushions a-plenty with covers of red bliant. And then
1 sat me down. And the six of them that took my horse made
him faultless in all his harness, as well as the best grooms in
ritain. And thereupon, lo, silver bowls, and in them water to
ash, and towels of white bliant, and some green; and we
washed. And the man just mentioned went to sit at table, and 1
next to him, and the ladies below me, save for those who were
serving. And the table was of silver, and of bliant was the table
‘napery. And there was no one vessel served at table save gold or
silver or buffalo-horn. And our meat came before us. And thou
‘canst be sure, Cei, that | never saw nor heard tell of meat or
drink whose like I saw not there, save that the service of meat
and drink I saw there was better than in any place ever.
:+-*‘And we ate till the meal was half over, and till then neither
the man nor any of the maidens spoke a single word to me. And
when the man judged it likely that I had rather converse than
eat, he asked me what journey I was on and what kind of man |
was. And I made answer that it was high time I had some one
who would converse with me, and that there was not a fault at
court so great as their being men so poor at conversation. “Why,
chieftain,” said the man, “we would have conversed with thee
long since, save that it would have hindered thee in thy eating.
But now we will converse with thee.”
‘And then I told the man who I was and the journey I was on,
and I declared that I was seeking some one who might get the
better of me or I get the better of him. And then the man looked
on me and smiled gently, and said to me, “Did I not believe that
overmuch mischief should come upon thee for my telling it thee,
I would tell thee of that thou art seeking.” And I felt grief and
sadness come over me, and the man could see that by me, and
* said to me, “Since thou hadst rather,” said he, “that I tell thee
" of thy hurt than of thy good, tell it I will. Sleep here tonight,”
said he, “and rise early and take the road thou camest up
- through the valley until thou enter the forest thou camest
through, and some distance into the forest a by-way will meet
thee on thy right, and journey along that until thou come to a
great clearing as of a level field, and a mound in the middle of
the clearing, and a big black man shalt thou see on the middle

at any kind of feat. And after I had mastered every feat that was
in the same country as myself, I made me ready and travelled
}v the bounds of the world and its wilderness. And at long last 1
i came upon the fairest vale in the world, and trees of an equal
A height in it, and there was a river flowing through the vale, and
A a path alongside the river. And I travelled along the path till3}
mid-day ; and on the other side. I travelled till the hour of nones
And then [ came to a great plain, and at the far end of the plain
I could see a great shining castle, and a sea close to the castle.
And I came towards the castle. And lo, two curly-yellow-headed
youths, with a frontlet of gold about the head of each of them,
and a tunic of yellow brocaded silk upon each of them, and two
buskins of new cordwain upon the feet of each, and buckles of
gold on their insteps fastening them. And a bow of ivory in the
hand of each of them, and. strings of deer sinews thereto, and
arrows with their shafts of walrus-ivory, winged with peacocks’
feathers, and heads of gold on the shafts. And gold-bladed
knives, and their hilts with walrus-ivory in each of the two
bosses, and they shooting at their knives. And some way off
from them I could see a curly-yellow-headed man in his prime,
with his beard new trimmed, and a tunic and mantle of yellow
brocaded silk about him, and a ribbon of gold threaded in the
mantle, and two buskins of speckled cordwain upon his feet,
‘ and two gold bosses fastening them.

? ‘And when I saw him I drew near to him and greeted him,
‘ and so courteous were his manners that or ever 1 greeted him he
had greeted me. And he accompanied me to the castle. And
there was no sign of habitation in the castle, save what was in
the hall. But there there were four-and-twenty maidens sewing
brocaded silk by a window, and I tell thee this, Cei, that to my
mind the least fair of them was fairer than the fairest maiden
thou didst ever see in the Island of Britain. The least lovely of
them, lovelier was she than Gwenhwyfar, Arthur’s wife, when 8
she was ever loveliest, Christmas day or Easter day at Mass. 3§

And they rose up to meet me, and six of them took my horse &
and drew off my boots, and six others of them took my arms
and cleansed them in a rocker till they were as bright as what is
brightest. And the third six laid cloths on the tables and set out
! food; and the fourth six drew off me my travelling garb and
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silver bow! fastened to a silver chain, so that they cannot be
separated. And take up the bowl and throw a bowlful of water
over the slab, and then thou wilt hear a great peal of thunder;
fand thou wilt fancy that heaven and earth are quaking with the
‘peal. And after the peal there shall come a cold shower, and it
will be hard for thee to bear that and live. And hailstones will it
E:be, and after the shower there will be clear weather, but there
shall not be one leaf on the tree that the shower will not have
carried away. And thereupon a flight of birds shall come to '
ight on the tree, and never hast thou heard in thine own
country a song so delightful as that they shall sing. And even
when thou shalt be most enraptured with the song, thou shalt
hear a great panting and groaning coming towards thee along
v the valley. And thereupon thou shalt see a knight on a pure
black horse, and a garment of pure black brocaded silk about
him, and a pennon of pure black bliant upon his spear. And he
will fall on thee as briskly as he can. If thou flee before him, he
will overtake thee ; if, on the other hand, thou abide his coming,
and thou on a horse, he will leave thee on foot. And if thou find
not trouble there, thou needst not look for trouble as long as
thou live.”

<" ‘And I took the path till I came to the top of the hill, and from
there I could see even as the black man had told me. And I came
to beside the tree, and I could see the fountain beneath the tree,
and the marble slab beside it, and the silver bowl fastened to the
chain. And I took up the bowl and threw a bowlful of water
over the slab; and thereupon lo, a peal of thunder coming, far
greater than the black man had said; and after the peal the
shower. And I was sure, Cei, that neither man nor beast of those
the shower overtook would escape with his life. For never a
hailstone of it would stop for skin nor flesh, till bone checked it.
But I turned my horse’s crupper to face the shower, and set the
beak of my shield over my horse’s head and mane, and the
Bt beaver over my own head, and in this wise I bore the shower.
And as my life was at a point to depart my body, the shower
came to an end. And when I looked at the tree there was not
one leaf on it. And then the weather cleared. And thereupon, lo,
the birds alighting on the tree and starting to sing; and I am
sure, Cei, that never before nor since have 1 heard a song as
delightful as that. And even when I was most enraptured,
listening to the birds singing, lo, a panting coming along the

of the mound who is not smaller than two of the men of thi
world. And one foot has he, and one eye in his forehead’s core !
and he has a club of iron, and thou canst be sure that there are:
no two men who would not find their full load in the club. But:
his is not an ugly disposition ; yet he is an ugly man, and he is
keeper of that forest. And thou shalt see a thousand wild
animals grazing about him. And ask him the way to go from the’
clearing, and he will be gruff with thee, but even so he will show
thee a way whereby thou mayest have that thou art seeking.”
‘And that night was long to me. And on the morrow early I
rose and arrayed me, and mounted my horse and went my way
through the valley and the forest, and I came to the by-way the
man spoke of, even to the clearing. And when I came there;
what wild animals I saw there were thrice as remarkable to me
as the man had said; and the black man was sitting on top of
the mound. Big the man told me he was: bigger by far was he.
than that. And the iron club in which the man had said was the.
full load of two men, I was sure, Cei, that there was therein the:
full load of four warriors. It was in the black man’s hand. And I
greeted the black man, but he spoke nothing to me save:
incivility. And I asked him what power he had over the animals.
“I will show thee, little man,” said he. And he took the club in :
his hand, and with it struck a stag a mighty blow till it gave out
a mighty belling, and in answer to its belling wild animals came 73§
till they were as numerous as the stars in the firmament, so that
; there was scant room for me to stand in the clearing with them :
and all those serpents and lions and vipers and all kinds o
animals. And he looked on them and bade them go graze. And "
i then they bowed down their heads and did him obeisance, even
E as humble subjects would do to their lord.
i ‘And he said to me, “Dost see then, little man, the power I
! have over these animals?” And then I asked the way of him,
and he was rough with me, but even so he asked me where 1
wanted to go, and 1 told him what kind of a man I was and
what 1 was seeking, and he then showed me. “Take,” said he, S
“the path to the head of the clearing, and climb the slope up 3
yonder till thou come to its summit. And from there thou shalt
see a vale like a great waterway ; and in the middle of the vale
; thou shalt see a great tree with the tips of its branches greener
than the greenest fir trees. And under that tree is a fountain, and
beside the fountain is a marble slab, and on the slab there is a
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valley towards me and saying to me, “Knight,” it said, “what
wouldst thou have of me > What harm have [ done thee, that ‘
thou shouldst do to me and my dominion that which thou ha
done to-day ? Didst not know that to-day’s shower has left alive
in my dominions neither man nor beast of those it found out of:
a knight on a pure black horse
brocaded silk about him, and an;
upon his lance. And | made an’
a sharp encounter, it was not lon
ground. And then the knight passed
gh my horse’s bridle-rein, and awa
s with him, and left me there. As for
pride did not so much as fetter me
d back I came, the way I had com

doors ?” And thereupon, lo,
and a pure black garment of
ensign of pure black bliant
attack. And though that was
before I was borne to the
the shaft of his lance thro
he went and the two horse
me, the black man out of
nor did he despoil me. An

before.

‘And when | came to the ¢l
and | confess to thee, Celi,
liquid pool for shame at th
And that night | came to
night before. And I was ma

fountain ; nor did I mention it

‘And when I arose on the
palfrey with a bright red m
saddled ready. And after put
blessing there, I came to my
still, in the stable yonder,
would still not exchange hi
Britain. And God knows,
himself to a story of grea
strange it seems to me that I h
since, of any one who might 4
adventure, save as much as I have told, and how the root of this

tale is in the dominions of the emperor Arthur without its being

hit upon.’

‘Why, sirs,” said Owein, ‘were it not well to go and seek to hit

upon that place >’
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earing the black man was there,"
it is a wonder I did not melt into a
e mockery I got from the black man,
the castle wherein we had been the
de more welcome that night than the
night before, and better was I fed, and I might have the
conversation I desired from man and woman. But | found none
to mention anything to me concerning my expedition to the
to any. And there | remained that

morrow, there was a tawny-black
ane on him, as red as lichen, all
ting on my armour and leaving my
own court. And that horse I have
and between me and God, Cei, I
m for the best palfrey in the Island of
Cei, no man ever confessed against
ter failure than this. And yet, how
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+ By the hand of my friend,’ said Cei, ‘oft-times wouldst thou
peak with thy tongue what thou wouldst not perform in deed.’
+God knows,’ said Gwenhwyfar, ‘it were better thou wert
hanged, Cei, than that thou utter words as slanderous as those
I§ito a man like Owein.’

i By the hand of my friend, lady,” said Cei, ‘thou hast uttered
No greater praise of Owein than I myself.’

«-And with that Arthur awoke and asked whether he had slept
atall. ‘Aye, lord,’ said Owein, ‘a while.’

4 .'1s it time for us to go to table

. ‘Itis, lord,” said Owein.

in slipped away and came to his lodging and made ready
is horse and arms.

e world and desolate mountains. And at last he hit upon the
walley that Cynon had told him of, so that he knew for sure it
-was the one. And he travelled along the valley by the side of the
river ; and the other side of the river he travelled until he came
to the waterway. And he travelled the waterway till he could see
the castle. And he came towards the castle. He could see the
s shooting at their knives in the place where Cynon had
seen them, and the yellow-haired man who owned the castle
anding near them. And when Owein was at point to greet the
yellow-haired man the yellow-haired man greeted Owein.

And he came forward to the castle, and he could see a
chamber in the castle; and when he came to the chamber he
could see the maidens sewing brocaded silk in golden chairs.
And more remarkable by far to Owein was their exceeding

arose to serve Owein as they had served Cynon. And more
- remarkable was his repast to Owein than to Cynon,

And midway through the meal the yellow-haired man asked
wein what journey he was on. And Owein told him the whole
of his quest. ‘And seeking the knight who guards the fountain
-would I wish to be.” And the yellow-haired man smiled gently,
-and it was hard for him to tell Owein of that adventure, even as
it had been hard for him to tell it to Cynon. Even so, he told
Owein everything concerning it ; and they went to sleep.

ave never heard tell, before or
know aught concerning this
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And on the morrow early the maidens had Owein’s horse
made ready, and Owein went on his way till he came to th
clearing wherein the black man was. And more remarkable wa
the size of the black man to Owein than to Cynon. And Owei
asked the way of the black man, and he told it. And Owein, lik
Cynon, followed the path till he came to beside the green tree

and the bow! upon it; and Owein took up the bowl and threw
thunder, and after the peal the shower. Greater by far were thes

and when Owein looked on the tree there was not one leaf upo
it. And thereupon, lo, the birds alighting on the tree and singing
And even when Owein was most enraptured with the birds
song he could see a knight coming along the vale, and Owei

and thereupon Owein struck the knight a blow through hi
helm, both mail-cap and bourgoyne coif, and through skin, flesh
and bone till it wounded the brain. And then the black knight

head and fled. And Owein pursued him. But Owein could not
get near enough to strike him with his sword, though he was
not far off from him.

And thereupon Owein could see a great shining city. And they
came to the gate of the city. And the black knight was let in,
and the portcullis was let down upon Owein, and it struck him
behind the hind-bow of the saddle, so that the horse was cut in
two, right through him, and the rowels of the spurs close to
Owein’s heels, and so that the gate descended to the ground,
and the rowels of the spurs and part of the horse outside, and
Owein and the rest of the horse between the two gates. And the
inner gate was closed, so that Owein might not get away ; and
Owein was in a quandary. And as Owein was thus, he could see
through the join of the gate a road facing him and a row of
houses either side of the road. And he could see a maiden with
yellow curling hair, with a frontlet of gold on her head and a
garment of yellow brocaded silk about her, and two buskins of
speckled cordwain on her feet, and she coming towards the gate.
And she bade open. ‘God knows, lady,” said Owein, ‘it can no
more be opened to thee from here than thou canst deliver me

£

and he could see the fountain and the slab beside the fountain,
a bowlful of water upon the slab. And thereupon, lo, the peal of:

than Cynon had said. And after the shower the sky lightened;

received him and encountered him with spirit. And they broke
their two lances, and drew their swords and smote at each other,-;

&

knew that he had received a mortal blow, and turned his horse’s’
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from there.” ‘God knows,” said the maiden, “twere great pity
u mightst not be delivered. And it were only right for a
man to do thee a good turn. God knows I never saw a better
oung man for a woman than thou. Hadst thou a woman friend,
of woman’s friends wouldst thou be; hadst thou a lady-
love, best of lovers wouldst thou be. And so,” said she, ‘what
deliverance I can for thee, that will I do. Take this ring and put
n thy finger, and put this stone in thy hand, and close thy fist
, the stone; and so long as thou conceal it, it will conceal
thee too. And when they of the castle give heed, they will come
 fetch thee, to put thee to death because of the man. And when
ey see thee not, that will vex them. And I shall be on the
horse-block yonder, awaiting thee, and thou shalt see me even
though [ shall not see thee..And come thou and place thy hand
pon my shoulder, and then I shall know thou hast come to me.
And the way I go thence, come thou with me.’

2 And with that she went away thence from Owein. And Owein
did everything the maiden bade him. And with that the men
from the court came to look for Owein to put him to death. But
& when they came to look for him they saw nothing save half the
horse. And that vexed them. And Owein slipped away from
i their midst, and came to the maiden and placed his hand on her
shoulder, and she set off and Owein along with her until they
came to the door of a large fair upper chamber. And the maiden
Bfopened the chamber, and they came inside and closed the
chamber. And Owein looked around the chamber, and there
% was not in the chamber one nail not coloured with precious
colour, and there was not one panel without its different kind
& of golden image thereon.

And the maiden kindled a charcoal fire, and took a silver
bowl with water in it, and a towel of white bliant on her
g shoulder, and gave Owein water to wash. And she placed a
gesilver table inlaid with gold before him, and yellow bliant as a
cloth thereon, and she brought him his dinner. And Owein was
certain that he had never seen any kind of food of which he did
not there see plenty, save that the service of the food he saw
B:there was better than in any other place ever. And he had never
[ seen a place with so many rare dishes of meat and drink as
Fithere. And there was never a vessel from which he was served
ave vessels of silver or gold.

- And Owein ate and drank till it was late afternoon. And
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‘lady 1 love best.” ‘God knows,’ said the maiden, ‘she loves not
thee, neither a little nor at all.’
g ¢ And thereupon the maiden arose and kindled a charcoal fire,
and filled a pot with water and set it to warm, and took a towel
‘of white bliant and placed it round Owein'’s neck ; and she took
n ivory ewer and a silver bowl and filled it with warm water
‘and washed Owein’s head ; and then she opened a wooden case
land drew out a razor with its haft of ivory and two gold
hannellings on the razor. And she shaved his beard and dried
chis head and neck with the towel.
And then the maiden set up a table before Owein and brought
thim his dinner. And Owein was certain that never had he a
A dinner so choice as that, nor one more lavishly served. And
-when he had finished his dinner the maiden made ready the bed.
‘Come hither,” said she, ‘to sleep. And I will go a-wooing for
thee.” And Owein went to sleep.
And the maiden closed the door of the upper chamber and
‘went towards the castle. And when she came there, naught else
was there save sadness and care, and the countess herself in the
chamber, not bearing to see a soul for her sadness. And Luned
came to her and greeted her; but the countess made her no
answer. And the maiden was angered and said to her, “What has
come over thee that thou hast an answer for no one to-day ?’
‘Luned,’ said the countess, ‘what a face hast thou, not to come
and show respect to the grief that was mine! And yet I made
thee wealthy. And that was wrong of thee.’ ‘Faith,’ said Luned,
‘I did not think but that thy good sense might be better than it
is. It were better for thee to seek and study to make good the
ss of that nobleman than something else thou mayest never
;obtain.” ‘Between me and God,’ said the countess, ‘I could never
'make good the loss of my lord in any other man in the world.’
Thou couldst,” said Luned, ‘take as husband a man who would
be as good as, or better than he.’ ‘Between me and God,’ said
e countess, ‘were it not repugnant to me to have put to death
creature I myself reared, [ would have thee put to death for
‘suggesting to me a thing so disloyal as that. But banished I will
ave thee !’ ‘I am glad,” said Luned, ‘that thou hast no reason
“for this save that I have told thee thine own good, where thou
couldst not thyself hit on it. And shame on whichever of us first
nds to the other, whether it be I to seek invitation of thee, or
thou to invite me.’

thereupon, lo, they could hear a loud crying in the castle; an
Owein asked the maiden, ‘What outcry is this?’ “They ar
administering extreme unction to the nobleman who owns the
castle,’ said the maiden. And Owein went to sleep. And worthy.
of Arthur was the excellence of the bed that the maiden made
for him, of scarlet and grey, and brocaded silk and sendal and}
bliant. And towards midnight they could hear a dreadful loud
crying. ‘What loud crying is this now ?’ asked Owein. “Th ]
nobleman who owns the castle has but now died,” said the
maiden. And after a while of day they could hear an immeasu
able loud lamenting and outcry. And Owein asked the maiden,
“What means this outcry ?” “The body of the nobleman wh
owns the castle is being borne to the church.’ .
And Owein arose and dressed himself and opened a chamber &
window and looked towards the city, and he saw neither limit
nor bound to the hosts filling the streets, and they fully arme_d;
and many ladies with them horsed and a-foot, and all the cler1c§
of the city chanting. And it seemed to Owein that the air rang,
so great was the outcry and the trumpets and the clerics
chanting. And in the middle of that host he could see the bier,
and a pall of white bliant thereon, and wax tapers burning in
great numbers around it, and there was not one man carrying :
the bier of lower rank than a mighty baron. .
And Owein was certain that he had never beheld a train so
beautiful as that with brocaded silk and satin and senda'l. And
following that host he could see a yellow-haired lady with hes
hair over her shoulders, and many a gout of blood on hei
tresses, and a torn garment of yellow brocaded silk about her
and two buskins of speckled cordwain upon her feet. And it wa
a marvel that the ends of her fingers were not maimed, so har
did she beat her two hands together. And Owein was certaing
that he had never beheld a lady as lovely as she, were she in her
right guise. And louder was her shrieking than what there wa
of man and horn in the host. And when he beheld the lady h
was fired with love of her, till each part of him was fille
therewith. And Owein asked the maiden who the lady was.2
‘God knows,’ said the maiden, ‘a lady of whom it may be sai
that she is the fairest of women, and the most chaste, al}d th
most generous, and the wisest and noblest. My mistress is she
and the Lady of the Fountain is she called, wife to the man thou;
slewest yesterday.’ ‘God knows of me,’ said Owein, ‘she is th
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- who will keep the fountain as well or better than the man who
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And thereupon Luned made off, and the countess arose an
went to the chamber door after Luned, and coughed loudly, and3
Luned looked back. And the countess gave Luned a nod, an
Luned came back to the countess. ‘Between me and God,’ sai
the countess to Luned, ‘evil is thy nature. But since it was m
own good thou wast telling me, show me what way that migh
be.” ‘I will,” said she. :

‘Thou knowest that thy dominions cannot be defended sav
by main strength and arms; and for that reason seek quickl
one who may defend them.” ‘How can I do that ?’ asked th
countess. ‘I will show thee,” said Luned. ‘Unless thou cans
defend the fountain thou canst not defend thy dominions
There is none can defend the fountain save one of Arthur’s
household ; and I shall go,’ said Luned, “to Arthur’s court. And
shame on me,’ said she, ‘if 1 come away thence without a warrior

Hfor it is over and done with.” ‘Get you home,’ said the countess,
fand as for me, I shall take counsel.’

And on the morrow the countess had the whole of her

dominions summoned to one place, and she made known to
them how her earldom was voided and might not be defended
save by horse and arms and main strength. ‘And I lay this choice
before you: either do one of you take me, or let me take a
sband from elsewhere who will defend it.’
They determined by their counsel to let her take a husband
om elsewhere. And then she brought bishops and archbishops
.10 her court to solemnize the marriage between her and Owein.
And the men of the earldom did Owein homage. And Owein
kept the fountain with spear and sword. This is how he kept it:
whatever knight came there, Owein would overthrow them and
Ehold them to ransom for their full worth; and that wealth
+-Owein distributed amongst his barons and knights, so that his
ominions had not love for a man in the whole world greater
than their love for him. And three years was he thus.

kept it of yore.” ‘That is not easy,” said the countess, ‘but
nonetheless go thou and put to the test that thou dost speak of.’

Luned set out under pretence of going to Arthur’s court. And
she came to the upper chamber to Owein; and there she
remained along with Owein till it was time for her to have come
from Arthur’s court. And then she arrayed herself and came to
see the countess. And the countess welcomed her. “Thou hast
news from Arthur’s court ?* asked the countess. “The best news 4
that 1 have, lady,” said she, ‘is that I have prospered in my;
mission. And when wouldst thou have shown to thee the
chieftain who has come with me?’ ‘Towards mid-day t
morrow,’ said the countess, ‘bring him to see me. And 1 shall
have the town emptied against that time.’

And she came home. And towards mid-day on the morrow #
Owein put on a tunic and surcoat and a mantle of yellow.§
brocaded silk, and a wide orfray of gold thread in the mantle,
and two buskins of speckled cordwain on his feet, and the image
of a golden lion fastening them. And they came to the countess’s
chamber; and the countess welcomed them. And the countess
looked hard at Owein. ‘Luned,” said she, ‘this chieftain has not
the look of a traveller.” ‘What harm is there in that, lady ?’ asked:
Luned. ‘Between me and God,’ said the countess, ‘that no man’
reft my lord’s life from his body save this man.’ ‘All the better.
for thee, lady. Had he not been doughtier than he, he would not
have taken his life. Nothing can be done in tharuffair,” said she,

And as Gwalchmei was one day walking with the emperor
“Arthur, he looked on Arthur and saw him sad and dejected. And
- Gwalchmei was much grieved to see Arthur in that state. And he
‘asked him, ‘Lord,’ said he, what has befallen thee ?* ‘Between me
-and God, Gwalchmei,’ said Arthur, ‘there is longing upon me for
wein, who has been lost to me the space of three years, and if I
e the fourth year without sight of him my life will not stay in my
body. And I know for certain that it is because of Cynon’stale, son
f Clydno, that Owein has been lost.” “There is no need for thee,
lord,’ said Gwalchmei, ‘to muster thy dominions to that end ; but
thou and the men of thy court may avenge Owein if he has been
;slain, or set him free if he is in prison. Or, if he be alive, bring him
back with thee.” And what Gwalchmei said was determined on.
~And Arthur went on his way, equipped with horses and arms,
and the men of his household with im, to seek Owein. The
number of his host was three thousand, not counting camp
followers, and Cynon son of Clydno was guide to him. And
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castle. And although their host was a great one, their presen
was not felt in the castle. And the maidens arose to serve them}j#
and ever had they seen fault in every service save the service of#
the ladies. And no worse was the service for the grooms that]
night than would be for Arthur in his own court.

On the morrow early Arthur set out thence, with Cynon asi
his guide. And they came to where the black man was, and mor
remarkable by far to Arthur was the size of the black man tha
had been told him. And they came to the top of the hill, and ¢t
the vale beside the green tree, and till they saw the fountain an
the bowl and the slab. And then Cei came to Arthur and said
‘Lord,’ said he, ‘I know the meaning of all this adventure, and i _ '
is my plea that I be allowed to throw the water on the slab a ay they went to joust, and strong stout keen lances with each
to bear the first disadventure that may come.’ And Arth f them. And they were-fired with rage, and on the very stroke
granted this. : ‘of noon they charged, and each of them gave the other such a

And Cei threw a bowlful of the water upon the slab. An . thrust that all the girths Of their horses were broken, and so that
straight thereafter came the peal of thunder, and after the pea Eeach of them Wwas over his horsq’s crupper to th? ground. And
the shower ; and they had never heard a peal of thunder and hey arose quickly and drew their sv_vords and laid on; and the
shower like to those. And many camp followers who were ingigenost that beheld them thus felt certain that never had they seen
Arthur’s train the shower slew. And after the shower had lef gtwo men as valorous as those, or as strong. And were the night
off the sky lightened ; and when they looked on the tree ther ark, it would be light with the fire from their arms. And
was not one leaf thereon. And the birds alighted on the tre ereupon the knight gave Gwalchmei such a blow that the helm
and certain were they that they had never heard a song s med from off his face, so that ‘the knight knew he was
delightful as the birds’ singing. And thereupon they could see thwalChmbeL And thefn hOwem said, Lohrd Gwalchmei, 1 knew
knight on a pure black horse, and a garment of pure blad : elf no}i y reason o dt y c(lioak —andt ou art my first cousin.
brocaded silk about him, and coming briskly. And Cei encoun:§ ake tf ou.dm(y; s“i'oﬁ » an g‘yh?fm_o“rl-l Thou, Ql'wlim’hart
tered him and jousted with himn. And not long was the joustin [master,” sald ij chmel, an At '}?e Is the .v'cctlorl);“ ake é (l))u
ere Cei was thrown. And then the knight pitched his tent, and¥ Y armou}:. r‘lL t de’reuggnG rtl ;’Ir p‘erctinve b 8"’ 'anh {:
Arthur and his host pitched their tents that night. ) ame .tc;] td em. gr ,'“sal l:"a chmet, crfe 1S w‘f‘{‘L a(; !

And next day when they arose in the morning there was th a.xziqgs ca me 'anh w}: not take hm(}j' armou; r(')llln me. kor )
signal for combat upon the knight’s lance. And Cei came t “:: od ,w%r:; Use et atv:arndqu’lssa?d K;};‘m ‘wrlmd ':}?tnt: ‘:tl:“);
Arthur and said to him, ‘Lord,” said he, “unfairly was 1 over sf(;ol; has vea::]ui};ﬁlel(ri Sthé)oti’er.’ And Olvl:éinathre\: hisearnjs
thrown yesterday. A“‘f w ould it please tl}ee that lhgo to-d(:;y O/ sround the emperor Arthur’s neck, and they embraced. And
joust with the km'ght? I give tl_lee leave,h Sa'ﬁ Art (l:"Z An d(ixel jith that his host came pressing and hurrying towards them to
made for the knight, and straightway he threw Cei, and hey ‘try and see Owein and embrace him, and very nearly were there
looked on him and struck him on the forchead with the butt of§

! ) X 13 dead men in that press.
his lance, so that his helm and the mall—.cap were broken, andz "And that night all went to their tents. And on the morrow the
the skin and the flesh to the bone as wide as the head of th

‘emperor Arthur sought to depart. ‘Lord,’ said Owein, ‘that
lance. And Cei came back to his comrades. :

_ o would not be right of thee. Three years ago [ came away from
And thenceforward Arthur’s retinue went each in his turn t there, lord, and this place is mine, and from that day to this I

oust with the knight, till there was none not thrown by the
knight save Arthur and Gwalchmei.

B* And Arthur arrayed him to go and joust with the knight.
f'Alas, lord,” said Gwalchmei, ‘give me leave to go and joust with
®the knight first.” And Arthur gave him leave. And he went to
Fjoust with the knight, and a cloak of brocaded silk which the
ear] of Anjou’s daughter had sent him about him and his horse.
y reason of that, none from the host recognized him. And they
b charged each other and jousted that day till eventide, and neither
»f them was near throwing the other to the ground.

And on the morrow they went to joust, and keen lances with
them, but neither of them vanquished the other. And the third
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fmoaning because of the sun. And the countess returned to the
fastle and took a jar of precious ointment and placed it in her
¢ giden’s hand. ‘Go,’ said she, ‘and this with thee, and take
onder horse and the garments with thee, and set them near the
man back there. And anoint him with this ointnment, next his
eart, and if there be life in him he will arise with this ointment.
nd watch what he will do.’

And the maiden came her way and applied all the ointment to
im, and left the horse and the garments near at hand, and
ithdrew and went a little off from him, and hid and kept watch
n him. And after a while she could see him scratching his arms
d raising himself up and looking on his flesh, and he grew
shamed, so ugly did he sce the appearance that was on him.
\nd he perceived the horse and the garments a short way off
om him, and he crawled until he reached the garments, and he
rew them to him from the saddle and donned them, and with

have been preparing a feast for thee, for 1 knew thou wouldst]
come to look for me. And thou shalt come with me to rid thees
of thy weariness, thou and thy men. And a bath you shall have.

And they all came together to the castle of the Lady of the
Fountain. And the feast that had been three years preparing was,
consumed in just three months. And never had they a feast more
cheering than that, nor a better. And then Arthur sought to
depart. And Arthur sent messengets to the countess, asking her
to allow Owein to go with him to be shown to the noblemen of
the Island of Britain and their good ladies for just three month
And the countess gave him her consent, but she found it hard.

And Owein came with Arthur to the Island of Britain. And
after his coming amongst his kindred and his boon-companions,
he remained three years instead of three months. :

And as Owein was one day eating at table in the empero
Arthur’s court at Caer Llion on Usk, lo, a maiden coming on a fficulty mounted the horse. And then the maiden revealed

crisp-maned bay horse, and its mane reached to the ground, and self to him, and greeted him. And he welcomed the maiden,
a garment of yellow brocaded silk about her, and the bridle and ;ffind he asked the maiden what land was that, and what place.
what might be seen of the saddle was all of gold. And she came up’® ith,” said the maiden, ‘a widowed countess owns the castle
to Owein and took away the ring that was upon his hand. ‘Thus,’;fonder. And when her lord died he left her with two earldoms,
said she, ‘does one do to a false treacherous deceiver, to bring :Jbut there is naught to her name this night save the one house
shame on thy beard.” And she turned her horse’s head and away. nder which the young earl who is her neighbour has not
And then remembrance of his adventure came to Owein, an en, because she would not go to him as wife’ “That is pity,’
he was sorrowful. And when he had finished eating he came t d Owein ; and Owein and the maiden went to the castle, and
his lodging, and he was troubled greatly that night. And on the /fB0wein alighted at the castle, and the maiden led him to a
morrow early he arose, and it was not for Arthur’s court that he filifomfortable chamber and kindled a fire for him, and left him
made but the bounds of the world and desolate mountains. And ‘Jthere. A
he was wandering thus till his clothes perished, and till his bod And the maiden came to the countess, and placed the jar in
was nigh perished, and till long hair grew all over his body ; and JBher hand. ‘Maiden,” said the countess, ‘where is all the oint-
he would keep company with wild beasts and feed with them Jhent 2’ ‘It is gone, lady,’ said she. ‘Maiden,’ said the countess,
till they were used to him. And therewith he grew so weak that’} it is not easy for me to blame thee. But it was unfortunate for
he might not keep up with them. And he came down from the'Jite that the sevenscore pounds’ worth of precious ointment
mountains into the vale, and made for a park, the fairest in the Jshould be used up on a man without knowing who he is. But
world, and a widowed countess owned the park. . Mnonetheless, maiden, see to his needs so that he lacks for
And one day the countess and her handmaidens went walking
beside a lake that was in the park, until level with its centre.
And they could see in the park the shape and likeness of a man.
And they became as it were terrified of him. But nevertheless
they drew near him, and felt him, and regarded him closely.
They could see the veins throbbing on him, and he himself

.And that the maiden did, furnishing him with meat and drink
d fire and bed and bath till he was whole. And the hair fell
ay from Owein in scaly tufts. Three months was he under-
¥poing this, and his flesh was then whiter than before.

And thereupon, one day, Owein could hear a commotion in
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.desired nothing save to travel the bounds of the world and its
- wilderness. ‘

And as he travelled in this wise he heard a loud roaring within
a forest, and a second, and a third. And he came thither, and
when he had come he could see a huge craggy hill in the middle
of the forest, and a grey rock in the side of the hill; and there
was a cleft in the rock, and in the cleft was a serpent, and beside
the serpent was a pure white lion, and when the lion tried to get
away thence the serpent would make a dart at him, and then he
‘would give a roar. Then Owein unsheathed his sword and drew
nigh to the rock ; and as the serpent was coming from the rock
Owein cut at it with the sword till it was in two halves on the
ground. And he came to the road as before. He could see the
lion following him and sporting about him like a greyhound he
had himself reared.

And they travelled throughout the day till eventide. And when
Owein thought it time to rest he dismounted and let his horse
graze in a level wooded meadow. And Owein kindled a fire;
.and by the time Owein had the fire ready, the lion had enough
firewood to last three nights. And the lion slipped away from
.him, and straightway, lo, the lion coming towards him with a
‘fine big roebuck. And he dropped it in front of Owein and went
to lie down between him and the fire.
~ And Owein took the roebuck and flayed it, and set chops on
-spits around the fire, and he gave the whole of the buck else to
the lion to eat. And as Owein was about this he heard a loud
moan, and a second and a third, and that nigh to him. And
‘Owein asked whether it was any one of this world who made
that. ‘Aye, to be sure,” said the creature. ‘“Who art thou then ?’
asked Owein. “Faith,’ said she, ‘I am Luned, the handmaiden of
the Lady of the Fountain.” *“What dost thou there ?’ asked Owein.
‘[ am being kept in durance,’ said she, ‘by reason of a young
man who came from the emperor’s court and was with her a
while. And he went to visit Arthur’s court and never came back.
And such a friend was he to me, I loved him best of the whole
. “world. Two of the countess’s chamberlains made mock of him
- in my presence and called him false deceiver. I made answer that
dominions, and the whole of her silver and gold and her jewels their two bodies might not contend against his body alone, and
and surctics to that end. - for that they imprisoned me in this vessel of stone, and declared

And away went Owein, and the countess offered him a k- that life should not stay in my body unless he came to defend
welcome, him and the whole of his dominions; but Owein - me by a set day. And the day set was not later than the day after

the castle, and a great preparation, and arms being fetched in.
And Owein asked the maiden, “What commotion is this ?” asked
he. “The earl of whom 1 told thee,’ said she, ‘is coming against
the castle to try and ruin this lady, and a great host with him
And then Owein asked the maiden, ‘Has the countess a horse
and arms ?’ ‘Even so,’ said the maiden, ‘the best in the world
“Wilt thou go to the countess to request the loan of a horse and
arms for me,’” asked Owein, ‘so that I might go to look on the
host ?* ‘I will, gladly,’ said the maiden. :
And the maiden came to the countess and told her all that he
had said. Then the countess laughed. ‘Between me and God,’
said she, ‘I will give him a horse and arms for ever; and never
has he had to his name a horse and arms better than they ; and:
it pleases me that he should accept them, lest to-morrow they be -3
taken by my enemies against my will. But I know not what he
wants with them.’ :
And a handsome black gascon was brought, with a beechen
saddle on him, and arms ample for man and horse. And he.§
arrayed himself and mounted the horse and set off, and two
squires with him, equipped with horses and arms. And as they
came towards the earl’s host they saw neither bound nor limit
to it. And Owein asked the squires which troop the earl was in.
‘In the troop,” said they, ‘in which are those four yellow
standards yonder. Two are in his van, and two in his rear’
‘Aye,” said Owein, ‘get you back and wait for me in the castle
gateway.’ And they returned. And Owein proceeded through the
two foremost troops, till he encountered the earl. And Owein
dragged him from his saddle, so that he was between him and,
his saddlebow, and he turned his horse’s head towards the
castle. And whatever trouble he had, he brought the earl along$
with him till he came to the castle gate where the squires were
waiting for him. And in they came, and Owein made over the
carl as a gift to the countess, and spoke to her thus: ‘See herea
return for the blessed ointment I had of thee.’ :
And the host pitched its tents around the castle. And in returns
for life given to the earl he gave back to her the two earldoms;
and in return for his liberty he gave up the half of his own
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to-morrow. And | have none to seek for him. Owein was he,
son of Urien." ‘And wouldst thou feel sure,” was his answer,
‘that if that young man knew of this, he would come to defend
thee ?’ ‘Sure, between me and God,’ said she.

And when the chops were cooked enough, Owein divided
them into two halves between him and the maiden. And they
ate, and after that they conversed till it was day on the morrow.
And on the morrow Owein asked the maiden whether there was
a place where he might get food and welcome that night. “There
is, lord,” said she. ‘Go through there,’ said she, ‘to the ford, and
take the road alongside the river, and after a while thou wilt see
a great castle with many towers thereon ; and the earl who owns
that castle is the best man in the world for food, and there thou
canst spend to-night.’

And no watchman ever watched over his lord as well as the -
lion watched over Owein the night before. :

And then Owein accoutred his horse and journeyed forward
through the ford till he saw the castle. And Owein came to the
castle. And he was honourably received there, and his horse
amply attended to, and plenty of fodder set before it. And the -
lion went to the horse’s stall to lie down, so that none from the
castle might dare go near the horse because of him. And Owein :
was certain that he had never seen a place whose service was as

good as that ; but each man there was as sad as if death were on 3

each man of them. And they went to meat, and the earl sat on’

Owein’s one hand, and an only daughter he had on Owein’s

other side. And Owein was certain that he had never beheld any

Owein’s two fect, under the table; and Owein fed it with every &
dish that was for himself. And Owein saw no fault there so * :

great as the men’s sadness.
And midway through the meal the earl bade Owein welcome.

‘It was high time for thee to show cheer,” said Owein. ‘God ¥

knows of us that it is not towards thee we are sad, but that a

cause for sadness and care has befallen us.” ‘What is that ?* asked /§*
Owein. “Two sons had 1, and yesterday my two sons went to the :f
mountain to hunt. There is a savage monster there, and he kills -F
men and devours them. And he has caught my sons. And to- ¥

morrow is the day set between him and me, to hand over that’
maiden to him or that he kill my sons before my eyes. And there
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is the sembl i i
e s ance of a man upon him, but he is not smaller than
‘Faith,’ said Owein, ‘that is p; '
aith, , pity. And which of th il
f i, | . ose wilt tf
i(;.sorioshl;l;?vgz,ggild the earl, ‘| hudgc it less shamcflul t;](;l:
against my will should be slain than th
my daughter be freely given him to be vj Slaine Ant
fhy daught 0 be violated and slain.’ And
m'gl);t, ed of other matters. And Owein remained there that
And on the morrow ear]
\nd carly they heard a commotion
ﬁlr:]min?ltitewasl the ll)xgdman coming, and the rwo g:;:tvg?tsl:
. earl resolved to def, i i
to abandon his two sons. Oweienecrilc()intxile o ragainst him and
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not th.c animal with thee.” And with that aninwcliroxf? eti,evri(:r(:
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Owein’s assistance, and they got the better of the youths, And
then they said, ‘Ah, chieftain, it was not our compact to fight
save with thee alone ; and it is harder for us to fight with yonder
animal than with thee.” And then Owein put the lion in the place

where the maiden had been in durance, and made a wall of .

stones against the door, and went to fight with the men as
before. And Owein had not yet come to his strength, and the
two youths pressed him hard, and the lion roaring all the while
because Owein was in sore straits. And the lion tore down the
wall till he found a way out, and quickly he slew one of the
youths, and straightway he slew the other. And in this wise they
saved Luned from being burned.

And then Owein, and Luned with him, went to the dominions
of the Lady of the Fountain. And when he came away thence he
brought the lady with him to Arthur’s court, and she was his
wife so long as she lived.

And then he came his way to the court of the Black Oppressor,
and fought with him; and the lion did not leave Owein till he
had vanquished the Black Oppressor. And when he.came his
way to the Black Oppressor’s court, he made for the hall, and
there he beheld four-and-twenty of the fairest ladies that any
one had ever seen. But the raiment upon them was not worth
four-and-twenty silver pennies ; and they were sad as death. And
Owein asked them the reason for their sadness. They said that
they were the daughters of earls, and that they had not come

thither save in company with him each one of them loved best.
‘And when we came here we received joy and honour, and were
made drunk. And when we were drunk the devil who owns this

court came and slew all our husbands, and took away our
horses and our raiment and our gold and our silver. And the
bodies of the men are in this very house, and many corpses
along with them. And there for thee, chieftain, the reason for
our sadness. And we are grieved, chieftain, that thou too art
come hither, lest ill befall thee.’

And Owein was grieved thereat, and he went to go walking
outside. And he saw a knight coming towards him and receiving
him with joy and affection, as though he were his brother. That
was the Black Oppressor. ‘God knows,” said Owein, “twas not
to win thy favour I came hither.’ ‘God knows,’ replied he, ‘thou
wilt not get it then.’
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And straightway they made for each other and e

funously: And Owein put forth his strength agains[t]c}(l)ilr]:marr(:zij
bound him with his hands behind his back. And the I’Black
Oppl_'es’sor‘asked Owein for quarter, and said to him, ‘Lord
Owein,’ said he, ‘there was a prophecy that thou shouldst come
hither to subdue me; and come thoy hast, and that thou hast
done. And a despoiler was 1 here, and a house of spoil was m
hoqse; but grant me my life and I will become a hospitaller an()i’
[ will maintain this house as a hospice for weak and for st’ron
so long as 1 live, for thy soul’s sake.” And Owein accepted tha%
of him. And Owein remained there that night.

And on the morrow he took the four-and-twenty ladies and
th.elr horses and raiment and what wealth and jewels had come
with them, and he Journeyed, and they with him. to Arthur’s
court. And a welcome had Arthur given him before when he lost
hnm, and a greater welcome now. And of those ladies, she who
desired to remain in Arthur’s court might have her \’»vish, and

: she who wished to depart might take her leave.

An X . . .
d Qwem remained in Arthur’s court from that time forth,
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