
Activity Codes Defined (Updated 2-13-2024) 
 
Academic Support: The academic support category includes expenses to provide support services to the 
institution's primary missions: instruction, research, and public service. It includes the retention, 
preservation, and display of educational materials, for example, libraries, museums, and galleries; the 
provision of services that directly assist the academic functions of the institution, such as demonstration 
schools associated with a department, school, or college of education; media such as audio-visual services 
and technology such as computing support; academic administration (including academic deans but not 
department chairpersons) and personnel development providing administration support and management 
direction to the three primary missions; and separately budgeted support for course and curriculum 
development. For institutions that currently charge some of the expenses - for example, computing support - 
directly to the various operating units of the institution, this category does not reflect such expenditures. 
 
Instruction: The instruction category includes expenses for all activities that are part of an institution's 
instruction program. Expenses for credit and noncredit courses; academic, vocational, and technical 
instruction; remedial and tutorial instruction and regular, special, and extension sessions should be included. 
Expenses for departmental research and public service that are not separately budgeted should be included 
in this classification. This category excludes expenses for those academic personnel whose primary activity 
is administration - for example, academic dean. 
 
Institutional Support: The institutional support category includes expenses for central executive-level 
activities concerned with management and long-range planning for the entire institution, such as the 
governing board, planning and programming operations, and legal services; fiscal operations, including the 
investment office; administrative data processing (when not accounted for in other categories); space 
management; employee personnel and records; logistical activities that provide procurement, storerooms, 
printing; transportation services to the institution; support services to faculty and staff that are not operated 
as auxiliary enterprises; and activities concerned with community and alumni relations, including 
development and fund raising. Appropriate allocations of institutional support should be made to auxiliary 
enterprises, hospitals, and any other activities not directly related to the primary program categories - 
instruction, research and public service -  or the related support categories. 
 
Public Service: The public service agency includes expenses for activities established primarily to provide 
non-instructional services beneficial to individuals and groups external to the institution. These activities 
include community service programs (excluding instructional activities) and cooperative extension services. 
Included in this category are conferences, institutes, general advisory services, reference bureaus, radio 
and television, consulting, and similar non-instructional services to particular sectors of the community. 
Examples: COE ITEC Training, COEHD Accelerated Schools Project, Downtown Campus Theatre. 
 
Research-Basic: Experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the 
underlying foundations of phenomena and observable facts, without any particular application or use in 
view. 
 
Research-Applied: Original investigation undertaken in order to acquire new knowledge. It is directed 
primarily towards a specific, practical aim or objective. 
 
Research-Experimental: Development is systematic work, drawing on knowledge gained from research 
and practical experience and producing additional knowledge, which is directed to producing new products 
or processes or to improving existing products or processes. 
 
Scholarships & Grants: The Scholarships and Grants category includes expenses for scholarships 
and fellowships from restricted or unrestricted funds-in the form of grant to students, resulting from 
selection by the institution or from an entitlement program. The category also includes trainee 
stipends, prizes, and awards. Trainee stipends awarded to individuals who are not enrolled in formal 
course work should be charged to instruction, research, or public service. 
 
Student Services: The student services category includes expenses incurred for offices of admissions and the 
registrar and activities with the primary purpose of contributing to students' emotional and physical well-being and 
intellectual, cultural, and social development outside the context of the formal instruction program. It includes 



expenses for student activities, cultural events, student newspapers, intramural athletics, student organizations, 
intercollegiate athletics (if the program is not operated as an essentially self-supporting activity), counseling and 
career guidance (excluding informal academic counseling by the faculty), student aid administration, and student 
health service (if not operated as an essentially self-supporting activity). In recent years, some institutions have 
created an office of enrollment management; expenses for such an office are best categorized in student 
services. 
 
For further information and directive, see FIRMS Data Element Dictionary: Program Code -  
https://csyou.calstate.edu/Divisions-Orgs/bus-fin/Financial-Services/sfsr/firms/Pages/FIRMS-DED_Program-
Code.aspx  
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